Ik Priest 


dited By Priests For Priests 


tember, 1959 


snte Calamo __ .... 691 


rial Comment: 


vate Revelations 
1 Prudence .......... 713 


Popes and the 
ristian East ... 71% 


MISAVEO =. cll. 424 


Stations of 
Alphonsus __....... G31 


bell’: Over 
0 Converts _...... 735 


liracle of Ars _..742 
e Participation ..747 


Liturgy 

MRUDLICS 222. T51 

Sode of 

ME AW ccc 754 

Reviews .............. 158 St. John Vianney, Curé of Ars 
spondence .......... 766 1786 - 1859 


ALMA COLLEGE LIBRARY 


JUst OTT Me ples 
Get Your 
copy of 
Emkay’s 1960 
Candle Catalo 


| 

| 

SEND NOW for your copy | 
| 

] 


of this handy 28-page reference showing 

the complete Emkay Church Candle and Accessory selection 

with latest price listings. Many new items are illustrated and | 

described, including Lumen Christi Sanctuary Lights, the lights | 

with Rubrical Guarantee ...new Easter Vigil Paschal Candles | 
. Congregational Candle Kits. Whatever it is, you will find in 

this book the exact candle for every need — candles at the lowest 

price consistent with perfect quality ... candles guaranteed to 

burn slowly ... evenly... cleanly — As perfect a symbol as a 


candle can be. 


MUENCH-KREUZER 


Candle Co., Inc. 
SYRACUSE 1, N.Y. 


P 
NEW YORK CHICAGO BOSTON a 
225-5th Ave. 4140 W. Chicago Ave. 73 Park Drive 
Room 639 


NEW ORLEANS LOS ANGELES 
6140 General Diaz St. 745 E. Pico Bivd. 


NTA RE COM apie Bitte Se. Sei etna iat Minne aol 
i Muench-Kreuzer Candle Co., Inc. | 
| Dept. T-959 Syracuse J, N. Y. | 
Please send me your new 28-page, completely illustrated, Candle | 

Catalog. | 
| | 
| | 
| | 
| | 
| | 
I | 
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A partial list of ‘Fair Shair’ * 
Capital Fund Campaigns directed by 


Thomas Richard Finn and Associates 
SINCE FEBRUARY, 1959 


Geal Obtained 
ARIZONA 
Casa Grande____St. Anthony’s (New Church) Si 500 Oma $183,000 
. KANSAS 
Junction City....St. Xavier (New School) 250; 0002 270,000 
peka:. St. Matthew’s (Parish Bldg. Fund) _.. 125,000 150,000 
| MASSACHUSETTS 
Holbrook__________ St. Joseph’s (New School) 300/000 325,000 
MISSOURI 
Kansas City______ StacGCatheriness, wes aie be es S000 k=: 271,690 
(Debt Liquidation and New Convent—24 months) 
Kansas City______ Christathenwinge se. 8 as ey 225,0002 = 312,690 
(Debt Liquidation—2Z4 months) 
Kansas City_____- St. Elizabeth’s (New Church-24 mos.) 375,000_._... 435,160 
Kansas City______ Visitation (New Schooi-24 mos.) __.- 37/5/0002 502,000 
NEBRASKA 
Apemont....... St. Patrick’s (New School) _...--__- 225000 304,873 
Cie. rrr Christ the King (New Church) __.- 3000002 == 488,014 
mana. EOL ya GOS tyes re eee ee 150;000= = 185,000 
(New Rectory, New Convent, Debt Liquidation) 
NEW YORK 
Massena... SCCKeCMI eC Litt tee er eae a 350;/000=== 480,000 
(New High School and Grade School Addition) 
MIGSSeMO. 2) SUMOMGNY iS eee ee ee eee 200,000 === 240,000 
(New High School and Grade School Addition) 
Plattsburgh... St. John’s (Debt Liquidation) __-_____- 3507/0002 369,000 
OHIO 
Dayton City Parishes of Greater Dayton 3,000,000 4,971,600 
(New High Schools—30 months) 
mOnNCaster SeeManyiseINewaochool)i 2-25 ==. == 500/000 == 725,000 
PENNSYLVANIA 
Johnstown_______- St. Anthony’s (New School & Convent) 175,000___..- 208,207 
TEXAS 
-aredo__....____ Blessed Sacrament (New School) ___-- 100, 000222 113,500 
RGredo!.. Ste beterSe eo ee we ee 75,0002 = 81,000 


(New Rectory and Debt Liquidation) 
CONSULTATION WITHOUT OBLIGATION 


THOMAS RICHARD FINN FAIR SHARE® 
AND ASSOCIATES |. Si i 


pie CITY, MISSOURI 

THOMAS RICHARD FINN 
AND ASSOCIATES 

* Registered U. S. Pat. Of. 


14 East 51st Street fas’ 
<ansas City 12, Missouri 0h) 
‘elephone: PLaza 3-4155 a 

*Trademark Registered — Canada / *Reg. U. S. Pat Off. 
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COMPANY’ 


1‘ 
ECCLESIASTICAL 
FINANCIAL PLANNERS 


TO GO BEYOND THE BLUEPRINTS 
Fund Raising is Necessary | 


Parish building programs can only move forward when thi 
needed money is available...not in the form of pledges a 
promises, but in funds actually collected. | 


Campaigns to raise these funds for Catholic institutions # 
the sole business of Hugo A. Gold Co. Pastors or others i 
authority in parishes where our campaigns have been cor 
ducted will tell you the measure of our success. 


Hugo A. Gold Co. services are used internationally to rais 
funds to complete building programs, increase weekly paris 
income, finance repairs and alterations, and for other worth 
purposes. Charges are based on actual results. Good will an 
enthusiasm of parishioners is increased. The dignity of Hol 
Mother Church is fully maintained. 


Exclusively Catholic 
write or phone collect to any of these Hugo A. Gold Co. offices 


MIDWEST OFFICE: 821 No. Karlov Avenue, Chicago 51, Illinois + BElmont 5-7055 
WEST COAST OFFICE: 230 First Street East, Box 725, Sonoma, Calif. * WEbster 8-459 
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Confidential !nformation 


| a following warning concern- 

ing the operations of a “fraud- 
ulent missionary” who is readily 
“distinguished by his size—he is 
five feet tall”—has been issued by 
Msgr. Robert J. Sennott, Chancel- 
lor of the Archdiocese of Boston: 

“We have received word that a 
fraudulent missionary, posing as a 
Passionist Brother just returned 
from Africa and using the name 
Brother St. Luke, has been fleec- 
ing the innocent sheep. He is dis- 
‘inguished by his size—he is five 
feet tall. 

“His real name is unknown. He 
has used the names, Virgil L. 
Meyers, Virgil Leartes and Virgil 
Meyhatma. He has a record of 
yver 50 arrests and convictions, 
ind his FBI record number is 
5662. It is our suggestion that, 
should you be approached by this 
nan, you call your local FBI of- 
ice. 

“We hope that he will not make 
lis appearance in this diocese. 
should he do so, we hope that this 
varning will be sufficient protec- 
ion for you.” 


Apostolic Commendation 


N connection with ‘Operation 
Doorbell,” written up in the 
.ugust and this present issue, the 
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WHY INSURE 
ELSEWHERE 


AND PAY MORE 
THAN YOUR FAIR SHARE? 


Why place your students 
in that higher cost group? 


MUTUAL PROTECTIVE 
INSURANCE 
COMPANY’S 


Student Accident Insurance costs 
less and provides higher benefits 
because it is issued to Catholic 
schools only and therefore, it has 
the advantage of insuring better 
supervised students. 


Over 1400 Catholic schools insure 
with us year after year. Many 
dioceses have done 30 on a dio- 
cesan basis. 


For more information tear off this 
coupon and mail immediately. 
Time is of the egsence! (NO 
AGENT WILL CALL) 


Mutual Protective Insurance Co. 
3860 Leavenworth St. 
Omaha 5, Neb. 


1! 

' 

; 

' 

' Send me your brochure explaining 
' student accident benefits and 
' rates and an application for cov- 
' erage. 
: Parish 

' 

| Address 
Pastor 

PIRCIRVgheice trannies tag State iccsrsactevacr sess 


Our school contains grades: 1-8 1), 
1-120, 9-120, boys), girls 1 
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editors are happy to quote a let- 
ter from the Holy See addressed 
to Father O’Brien: 


“The Holy Father has graciously 
directed me to acknowledge re- 
ceipt of your letter of January 
19th and of the published account 
appearing in ‘Extension’ maga- 
zine, which you forwarded with 
it, of the recent census taken in 


several Dioceses of the United 
States, sponsored by the local 
Ordinaries. 


“His Holiness is grateful to you 
for placing the report at His dis- 
posal. Noting with satisfaction the 
general lines upon which the pro- 
gram was organized and _ the 
gratifying results deriving from 
it, He warmly commends the zeal 


part in it, and He cordially ir 
parts to them, as a_ pledge 
copious heavenly graces and f 
ours, His paternal Aposto 
Blessing. 
“With sentiments of estee 
and religious devotion, I rema 
“Yours sincerely in Chri 


“Signed A. Dell’ Aqua 
Substitut 


Padre Lombardi 


ATHER Kusman, S.M. infor 
us that a few months a 
Look magazine made some pejo 
tive remarks about Padre Lo 
bardi and the Better World Mo 
ment. The article went so far as | 


and self-sacrifice of all those, es- say that it is true that the a 
pecially among the laity, who took Cardinal to have pursued t 
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“Take heed to thyself and te thy teaching: be earnest in them. 
doing, thou wilt save both thyself and those who hear thee.” 
First Epistle of St. Paul to Timothy (iv. 16) 
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pliesl LIIIG-1LY 10 1 Lhe eee: 


Have WELL Prepared Converts! 


THE PARISH 
CATECHISM 


by Father Farrell 


gives a simple, concrete, 


modern explanation of the 


Catholic Faith for converts. 


: : SPECIAL FEATURES: 
the PaRIsh s Simple, concrete, modern... 
Catechism yet contains the whole 

cee doctrine of the Church. 
Special forceful lessons on the 
Catholic Church, Marriage from 
Pope Leo XIII and Pope Pius XI, 


BY FAVHER FARRELL 


. . l 
arices to the Clergy: A special treatment 
1,000 copies—45c each of the Commandments. 


100 copies—57c each An explanation of the Profession 


ieiropiee—G0c each of Faith for converts. 
Single copy 75c 


Ne also publish INSTRUCTIONS FOR NON-CATHOLICS by Parish 
-riests — the book that does most of the work for the priest and the 
onvert. 100 copies $1.12 each; 10 copies $1.20 each; single copy $1.50. 
\lso — LARGE INQUIRY CLASSES — an explanation of the method 
sed to recruit and teach classes ranging from 100 to 300 Non-Catholics. 


UNITED BOOK SERVICE 


. O. BOX 127 14560 RANEY’S LANE ORLAND PARK, ILL. 


Available also at all Catholic book: stores. 


NEW HELICON TITLES 


Our Lady in the Liturgy 


by Dom E. Flicoteaux, O.8.B.—This book 
gives the lie, once and for all, tc the 
complaint of some that Our Lady has no 
great place in the Church's liturgy. It 
gives the important share Our Lady has 
in the great Feasts of the Church, and 
also the wealth of spirituality to be found 
in her own particular feasts. It breathes 
an atmosphere of solid, unemotional de- 
votion associated with Benedictine spirit- 
uality. September 15th $2.75 


The Heart of Ignatius 


by Paul Doncoeur, S.J., translated by Hen- 
ry St. C. Levin, $.J — Here we perceive 
a man who is gentle and lovable and 
whose heart burns with the love of God. 
The reader will be deeply impressed by 
Ignatius, the lover of God and the legis- 
lator, and with his complete surrender to 
God. This work is, the ‘‘gospel’’ upon 
which any “summa” of Ignatian spiritual- 
ity must be based. September 15th $3.00 


The Mission of the Church 


by Charles Couturier, $.J. — A clear and 
profound survey guide to Catholic mis- 
sionary theology and activity. The aim 
is ‘the modest one of clarifying the the- 
ological principles and sociological laws 
which combine to govern missionary act- 
ion, of tracing the elaborate linkage of 
its different facets, and of settling each 
problem in the context of the whole life 
of the Church.’ September 15th $3.50 


The Roman Missal 


An inexpensive missal with expen- 
sive qualities. Complete in every 
detail. 


104—hblack leather, gilt edges 


105—bl. morocco lea., red 
burnished edges 


106—hlack morocco leather, gilt edges $ 6.75 
107—white morocco leather, gilt edges $ 8.75 


At your bookstore or 


HELICON PRESS 


BALTIMORE 27, MARYLAND 
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Course of the Better World 
Rome was Cardinal Roncalli t 
that he submitted to the indoct 
nation against his will and that 
was just a matter of time bef 
the Holy See would suppress 
Better World, or, better still, 
Movement would be allowed to 
on the vine. 


This alleged information 
parently could not be more 
torted. Towards the end of J 
Father Lombardi sent Father Ki 
man a copy of a letter recei 
from the Holy Father him 
which speaks of his crusade 
terms of the highest praise. 
quote most of it herewith: 


“With a sense of fatherly sa 
faction We have examined 
careful exposition sent to Us 
you, of the activity, spirit 
finality that characterise 
Movement known as the M 
ment for a Better World. 


“Born with the purpose of 
ing concrete and immediate ex 
tion to the program of rene 
which in 1952 rang out from | 
ardent appeal of Our Predeces: 
Pius XI, of venerable memai 
this Movement has responded 
the invitation with zeal and { 
vent intent. 


“During these years of we 
many are the fruits that have be 
reaped; nor have the helps 
Providence been lacking, to aff 
even greater development. 
have, indeed, made it known 
Us that a number of Our Vene 
ble Brethren of the episcopate : 
many members of the clergy, 
ligious families and the Cathé 
laity have desired to study 
gether, in special courses initia 
by the Movement, the needs of 
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Preste VILE LORE See 


~The Clergy 


Specially designed 


Regular weight all-wool black 
suits or tropical weight 55% 
Dacron and 45% wool blend. 
Appropriate for all ministerial 
occasions .. . tailored to give 
| dignity and comfort to the 
“wearer... correctly styled to 
become men of every age and 
figure. Here, at last, are suits 
specially designed by one of 
# America’s foremost clothing 
: manufacturers, for men of the 
cloth . . . custom styling and 
quality . .. modestly priced. 


At your clothier 
or write M. Wile & Co. 
Dep’t P, Buffalo 5, N.Y. 


DA naan hy nae? £ 1 TORO ROR 


BIRETTAS 


@ CORRECTLY DESIGNED 


@ EXPERTLY MADE 


@ AVAILABLE IN DACRON-VISCOSE, 
GROSGRAIN AND WORSTED 
MATERIAL 


@ FULL-THREADED POMPOMS 
@ FOLDING OR STIFF MODELS 
@ PRICED FOR THE CLERICAL BUDGET 


BUY THEM FROM YOUR Tira] DEALER (RELIGIOUS SUPPLY 
HOUSES) THROUGHOUT UNITED STATES AND CANADA 


R.J. TOOMEY CO 
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apostolate; and this is a conso 
tion to Us. 

“We are confident, therefo. 
that your efforts, along with oth 
enterprises which flourish in 
Church, may bring the hoped 
advantages: an ever deeper awa 
ness of the worth and greatness | 
the Christian vocation; an e 
more factual proof of being 
ling and humble members of H 
Church; an ever more consci 
and generous love of Christ, | 
spiring Holy undertakings, g 
ing them to their fulfillm 
guarding their rightness of a 
CION eee 

“Therefore, We formulate 
good wishes that the work carr 
out by you and by your collab 
tors in a spirit of faith, love 
obedience to ecclesiastical auth 
ity, may give ever more abundj 
fruits for your own spiritual 
vantage and that of other soy 
and for the extension of the 
cific reign of Christ in civil 
ciety. 

“In confirmation of the hea 
ly gifts which We invoke u 
your labors, and as pledge of 
good will, We impart with 
Our heart to you, the priests, | 
ligious and lay people who wi 
with you in the said Movemef 
Our Apostolic Benediction. | 

“From the Apostolic Pale 
June 3, in the year 1959, the fil 
of Our Pontificate. 

“Joanness PP, XXIII” 


Coming Attractions 


UR national Catholic lecti# 
service, Savage & Consolinif 
108 E. 37th St., New York 16, } 
nounce that Hilda Graef is 
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Priest lVoOUe LUE OmUY opener 


CATHOLIC EDUCATIONAL INSTITUTIONS 
(One of a Series) 


BUILT AFTER LAWSON ASSOCIATES CAMPAIGNS 


Aquinas Central Catholic High School 
Fort Madison, Iowa 


Our Objective: $450,000 
Subscribed: $587,861 


There is no reason why every parish in the land can not have 
the schools which are needed today. A Lawson Associates Area 
Representative will be pleased to visit you for a discussion of 
your funds needs, without cost or obligation. Write or telephone, 


collect, any of our offices today. 


zn 


LAWSOMn ASSOCIATES... 
HOME OFFICE: 


53 North Park Avenue - Rockville Centre, New York 
Rockville Centre 6-8000 


BRANCHES: 


3545 cel Boulevard 24 North Wabash Ave. 101 Jones Building 
Seattle 1, Dereon 


St. Louis 3, Missouri Chicago 2, De 

Jefferson 4.0052 Financial 6-4504 Mutual 2-3691 

430 West Monroe Street 2015 J Street 624-736 SSIS St. 
Jacksonville 2, Florida Sacramento 14, Calif. Vancouver, B. 

Elgin 3-32 Hickory 6-575 Mutual 4-2618 
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SACRA- KIT 


YOU need this practical 


Portable Sick CallSet 


for these reasons... 


@ Designed by a priest for use in 
hospitals, homes and emergencies. 

@ Ideal for Communion calls and 
administering the Last Rites. 


@ Tough, attractive leatherette fab- 
ric covers Sacra-Kit’s durable wood 
construction. Velvet lined. Last for 
years but won’‘t show its age! 


@ Compact: 114%4x1l0%2"’x4” overall. 


@ Pull-out drawer provide instant 
access to your Ritual and stole, 
plus purificator, cotton receptacles 
and other sick call needs. 


@ Complete with removable crucitix, 
two glass-enclosed candles, exclus- 
ive design spill-proof ablution cup, 
linen cloth and holy water bottle 

. EVERYTHING you need al- 
ways at your fingertips! 

@ Satisfaction guaranteed! 


ideal gift for priests anytime! 
only $29.75 complete 
F.0.B. MINNEAPOLIS 


or order from your local 
church goods dealer 


MFG. BY 


L. A. CALHOUN CO. 
4020 ELLIOT AVENUE 
MINNEAPOLIS 7, MINNESOTA 
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pected to tour the United Stat 
next season, along with Dougl| 
Hyde and Father Alan Keenaj 
O.F.M. 


We once called on Miss Graef 
Oxford: After a diligent searc 
we finally found her hard 
work on a Patristic Greek D) 
tionary in the Bodleian Libra | 
We adjourned immediately fra 
those rather chilly surrounding 
finding warmth and nourishme} 
in her home. at-75.- St. Johy 
Road, where’ we first had a ‘spi 
of sherry propter stomachum, 
accordance with the apostolic 
junction, followed eventually 
tea and crumpets and, incide 
ally, our first fascinated view 
a tea-cozy. 


But Miss Graef knows muj 
more than Patristic Greek. 
principal field is really ascet 
and mysticism. Four of her wo 
in this department have alreas 
been published and three mor 
are forthcoming. Several of 
articles have appeared in t 
magazine, 

We’ve arranged to have t 
high-school band turn out at t 
airport when she touches down | 
our town. 


ee 


The Apostate Priest | 


VE keep getting more and ma 

letters and phone calls ag 
ing for information on varia 
apostate priests. But there are 
many of them now that we hal 
given up trying to keep track 
them. At our ordination, we join 
an elite of 22,000 priests. Ni 
there are well over 50,000 in f¢ 
United States. Adding to the ust 
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Our Best Seller 


THE PAMPHLET 


THIS IS 
YOUR MASS 


describes every movement of 


the priest at Mass ... explains 
why the priest makes each 
movement .. . tells why the 


priest says each prayer. 


Over 100,000 have come to 
understand, love, appreciate the 
Mass — this pamphlet is just 
what the Holy See ordered so 
your parishioners “will not be 
mere dumb spectators” at the 
Mass. 


This pamphlet is a “must” for 
every parish where the laity 
are encouraged to take an 
active, intelligent part in every 
Mass. 


@ Recommended for Adults 
Children — Converts 


THE CARMELITE PRESS 


55 Demarest Ave / Englewood, N. J. 
(lic ea./ discount on bulk orders) 
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‘TAPE 


—S)\ 


RECORDERS 


Join the C.T.G., $5 per year, 
save cost of membership 
with first order. 


Only C.T.G. offers: 


30% discount on pre-recorded 

tapes, including stereo. 

40% discount on blank tapes. 

Big discounts on equipment, 

accessories, original recording, 

tape duplicating, use of studios. 
We have largest library of 
Catholic religious tapes in 
the country, all bearing 
the imprimatur. Prices ex- 
tremely reasonable. 


Write for full details. 


4448 Forest Park Blvd. 
St. Louis 8, Mo. 


Parish Mass 
Intention Book 


96 E. Depew Ave., Buffalo 14, N. Y. 


Compiled by 
REV. HUBERT F. REIMANN 


Loose-Leaf Leatherette 
Binder to record 
Parochial Masses 


Only $3.25 per copy 
USE ORDER FORM BELOW 
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length of the casualty list is tl 
unsettled state of world affail 
with refugee priests crowding 
our shores, many of them una 
to adjust to our mixed society 
Catholics and Protestants. 


However, suppose an ex-pri 
comes to your town and supp 
you do have full information 
him—the whole shabby list of 
disobediences, impurities, and s 
rileges. What are you going to 
with it? Harshness on your p: 
will only harden him in his 
and drive him farther away. Vir 
gar catches no flies. 


How much more sensible, m 
effective and Christlike it wo 
be if you tried to get him alone 
the lunch-table in your rectory 
in a restaurant. Certainly you haj 
more in common with him fro 
religious and cultural point 
view than the vultures who 
trying to exploit him. 


It’s up to you to get him to cd 
ession. That’s what Our Lo 
would want. He loves that pri¢ 
at least as much as He loves y 
soc for His sake, don’t blast! 
the soft approach. You might 
surprised at what may happé 
You just might save the soul of 
brother-priest. 


Varia 


nme time is 2 p.m. on a hot Su 

day afternoon. The two assi 
ants are sprawled in easy cha 
with the day’s paper strewed © 
all sides. The phone rings—on¢ 
twice, three times, four times . 


Voice from behind the spo! 
section: “You get it, Joe. After ¢ 
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-CLERIC-COLLAR 
Shirtfronts and Rabats 


for the 


Priest who wants | 


the Best... 


There is a specific model for every popular 
collar style and size — You get exact fit — 


materials and workmanship are high grade — 
You get a handsome product — 


the collar bands are guaranteed not to wilt 
from perspiration — You will always look trim 
in a Toomey front — 


ond the price is low because we share our 
savings from volume production with you. 


Our De Luxe Shirtfronts have elastic arm straps 
and waistband. Standard models have waist 
tie-strings. 


BUY THEM FROM YOUR 


fromey DEALER (RELIGIOUS 
SUPPLY HOUSES) THROUGHOUT 


UNITED STATES OR CANADA 


R. J. TOOMEY CoO. 
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MILITARY STYLE 
STANDARD 
CLERIC-COLLAR 
MODEL 


PLAIN-NECK 
STYLE 


DELUXE CLERIC-COLLAR 
MODEL 


CLOSED COLLAR BACK 


Available 
in DeLuxe 
Model 
1 No. 9SCSFDX 
Requires no 
back collar 

button! 
Provides neater, 
trimmer look. 
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ccs. 
_ INCREASED 
INCOME _ 
CAMPAIGNS» 
PAY OFF! 


Three years ago CCS conducted a campaign in a New Jersey parish* 
to increase ordinary income. Weekly income prior to the campaign 
averaged $460 per week. 

Here is the Sunday income in the parish for four consecutive 
Sundays three years later: 


. 4/27/59 — — $1587.35 
5/4/59 a 1786.97 
5/11/59 — 2115.85 
5/18/59 — 1655.38 


Present Average Weekly Income —$1786.38. 
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This represents almost four times more average income 


for the parish over the last three years! ! AND there is 
no sign of a let-up! 


Here’s another parish* on Long Island where CCS 


conducted an Increased Income Campaign: 
Previous Income: $520.00 per week 


Last Sunday Collection: $1778.00 


(after two years) 


Call CCS today: The finest fund raising service for 
INCREASED INCOME or CAPITAL FUNDS! 


Remember — you can’t spell suCCeSs without CCS. 


*Nomes of parishes on reques! 


Community Counselling Service, Inc. 
350 Fifth Avenue, New York 1, N. Y.— OXford 5-1175 


Buffalo, NY 7601 Main St Plaza 4867 St Louis, Mo 3926 Lindell Blvd Jk 'ferson 5 2833 
Oklahoma City. Okla 4409 N W 45 St Windsor 2 0678 Nutley, N J 384 Franklin Ave NOrth | 1440 
Chicago, II! 55€ Washington St DEarborn 2 7009 Montreal, Can 6543 Boulevard St Laurent CRescent 45596 
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I purified the ciborium at the last 
Mass...” 

One of our 9th-graders, rushing 
through his religion exam, defined 
the mental reservation as ‘‘A place 
for crazy Indians.” 


x Ok Ok 


A reader wants to know the ad- 
dress of that Montreal hotel for 
priests, described in our June 
issue. Under the notation ‘‘Congre- 
gation of the Fraternite Sacerde 
tale,” the Directory lists a ‘“Spec- 
ial hotel for travelling priests, 
home for aged priests,’ with a 
staff of 3 priests and 4 brothers. 
Father James Corcoran is super- 
ior, at 3525 Mountain St., Montreal 
245). 

Another priest wants a list of 
rest homes for priests who want 
to retire. “After years of parish 
service one finds that as the work 
grows, more and more is de- 
manded of a priest who is slowing 
down so that he cannot cope with 
it, and he rightly feels that he 
should step aside and permit 
younger men to carry on. 


“But then comes the big ques- 


Preferred by Priests: 


Installed in both sides of double Con- 
fessionals. Priest handles controls. May 
sit back comfortably and address Pen- 
itent by hand Microphone. Fully auto- 
matic, no switch to throw. Designed by 
Priests and Electronic Sound Engin- 
eers. 
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1700 WALNUT STREET / BERKLEY, CALIFORNIA 


CONFESSIONAL 


Has the only successful connection to aid the Priest with hearing loss 


tion: Where can he go? He wou) 
like to live with other priests j 
some home operated by pries 
brothers, or sisters. Do you thir 
that there are any Religious C 
ders who will take in a priest? 
you could print the names and aj 
dresses of some such places, 0} 
could write to the director for a 
tail S@ememec 


* * j 


In case you missed it, the Cat 
olic Press recently carried ti 
story of a man in London who g 
six years in prison for posing as 
priest. The sentence was impos} 
on John L. Condell, who admitt 
traveling around England in 
garb. He said that he stayed w 
Catholic priests, stole from the} 
and obtained goods with forg 
checks. He pleaded guilty to fal 
charges of stealing and obtaini 
goods by false pretenses. 


Posing as a missionary from 
land, Condell stayed at one Caj 
olic institution in London f 
month. While he was there, 
used to open their morning 
in search of cash. 


The judge called him “an im) 
dent impostor.” 


HEARING AIDS 


Preferred by Penitents: 


Has distinct clear tone. Instrumené 
softly lighted, no groping in dark for 
receiver. May converse in whispers) 
no loud talking back and forth. Gives! 
years of service at moderate invest- 
ment, 


' TODAY’S 
HEADLINES 
TELL THE 
STORY | 


MICHIGAN CHURCHES. 
LOSE EXEMPTION = 


ash CN 
yep 


Eleemosynary institutions cannot rely on the statutory im- 
munity doctrine as a guarantee against liability judgments or legal 
actions. 

Here is what a Michigan judge said in a recent opinion: 
“Neither reason nor logic, sound principle of law, 
nor present-day public policy require or justify the 
exemption of charitable institutions from responsi- 
bility for negligence.” 

Every Diocese, Religious Order and Parish should carry Public 

Liability Insurance. 

Considering all the protection benefits you receive, Liability 
Insurance is inexpensive. And Catholic Mutual’s non-profit status, 
os no agents’ commissions to pay, means still greater savings 
or you. . 


For complefe information contact: 


- CATHOLIC MUTUAL RELIEF SOCIETY OF AMERICA fit 
Dedicated to the Temporal Needs of the Church r 4h 
BOX. 1155 OMAHA Tietadacaranae 


pe eT P| JE 
Bee le 7 UL (SSS 


September / 1959 705 


Some new books, 
and lots of new ideas, 
for priests: 


WE ARE NOW CATHOLICS 


Edited by Karl Hardt, S.J. / Trans. by 
Norman C. Reeves. Four former Lu- 
theran pastors (one of thern was a 
bishop), tell the story of their return 
to the Church. One of them, Father 
Rudolf Goethe, was allowed the ex- 
traordinary privilege of continuing to 
live with his wife. The book is the 
chronicle of four men who followed 
Luther’s path to its end, only to find 
that it ended where it began, at the 
See of Peter. $3.95 


THE PRIMACY OF 
CHARITY IN MORAL 
THEOLOGY 


by Gerard Gilleman, S.J. / Trans. by 
Andre Vachon, S.J., and William Ryan, 
SJ. Father Gilieman presents the cose 
for a greater concentration upon and 
attention to charity in the area of 
moral theology. He would like to re- 
establish the connection with dogma, 
and give moral theology a unity under 
its distinctive Christian aspect, Char- 
ity. A landmark in the history of 
moral theology. Soon. $4.50 


THE TRIAL OF JESUS 


by Josef Blinzler / Trans. by Isabel 
and Florence McHugh. A _ book not 
only impressive by its depth of schol- 
arship, but truly exciting and moving 
by its sensitivity and completeness. 
“No one interested in the greatest of 
all trials should be without this truly 
excellent book. In fact, we do not 
hesitate to say that it is the best work 
available on the subject in any lang- 
uage.’’—Ralph Gorman, C.P., in The 
Sign. $4.75 


Wherever good books are sold 


The Newman Press 
WESTMINSTER, MARYLAND 


LDPL—ODLODLOLDLQLLDLPLOWOPYPO ED 
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Hair - Shirts, etc. 


reply to a request for infc 

mation about an  unus 
item several priests have had t 
kindness to write us that pentit 
tial instruments (hair-shirts, h 
scapulars, arm  and_ cinstul 
chains, disciplines both steel a 
cord) can be obtained from 

The Discaleed Carmelite Nuj 

Carmelite Monastery 

35 Carmel Avenue 

35 Carmel Avenue 

Montreal 14, P.Q., Canada 
or 

Carmelite Monastery 

1490 Boulevard de l|’Entente 

Quebec 6, Canada 
or 

Monastere du Carmel 

104 due de Namur 

Louvain, Belgium 
or | 

Carmelite Monastery of t} 

Holy Family 

3176 Fairmount Boulevard 

Cleveland Heights 19, Ohio 
or 

Carmelite Monastery 

1318 Bronx Avenue 

New York 52, N.Y. | 


The Cassock 
on the Street 


ISHOPS are now empowere 

“in special cases,’ to dispen 
their priests from wearing tl] 
cassock on the streets. The refe 
ence, from the proceedings of tI 
Congregation of the Council f 
1958, is obviously to France ai 
Italy. 

But we were surprised to lea 
that even there the sempiterr 
cassock goes back only to the tir 
of Pius IX. The Spanish and Pi 
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lt happened at 
HOLY CROSS 


NORTH TARRYTOWN, NEW YORK 
Minimum Need Subscribed 


$60,000 $76,198 


@ Funds will be used to finance part of the 
cost of repairing the Church. 


@ This is the thirty-second campaign planned 
and directed by MWO in the Archdiocese of 
New York. 


@® MWO expresses publicly its gratitude to the 
Rt. Rev. Msgr. Vincent R. Cech for having 
selected MWO to conduct the Holy Cross 
Church Renovation Campaign. 


@ Holy Cross is a Slovak national parish. 


MAHONEY, WIELERT & O°BRIEN 


280 MADISON AVENUE, NEW YORK 16, N. Y. 
MUrray Hill 9-7891-2 
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Musical Catechism! 


THE TEN COMMANDMENTS 
THE SEVEN SACRAMENTS 


Catchy words to singable tunes 
teach the meaning of each Com- 
mandment. The matter and form 
of each Sacrament similarly han- 
dled on reverse side of disk. 


33 1/3 rpm_ LP $3.98 


The Apostles’ Creed 


Twelve songs explain the sense 
of the Creed in memorable fash- 
ion. Gives invaluable basic re- 
ligious training. 


33 1/3 rpm LP 12 inch $5.98 


STORES OR DEPT. 4-277} 


St. Anthony Guild Press 


PATERSON, NEW JERSEY 


ROSARY 
PARTS 


CATH-ART 


PRODUCTS CO., INC. 
138 S. COLUMBUS AVE., Dept. 5 
MT. VERNON, N. Y. 


MANUFACTURERS 
LOWEST PRICES 
FASTEST SERVICE 


Send For 
Beautiful Illustrated Catalog 
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tuguese clergy generally dress : 
we do when they go to a bullfigl 
or are otherwise “walking out.” 

According to the London Table 
Pius IX made the clergy weé 
their cassock on the street to sq 
them apart from the rest of th 
world and give them a sort of ur 
form. It was a time when politic 
questions in France and Italy we 
closely bound. with  religiow 
issues. 

“Before that time the off-dut 
wear of the Italian clergy coy 
sisted of knee-length breeches 
black stockings, buckled shoes a 
a close-fitting vest and frock-coai 
it was comfortable,” says the Ta 
let, ‘‘and the clergy were relucta 
to give it up. 

“In recent years,” the Tabl 
continues, “there have been i 
creasingly frequent if always di 
creet representations in favor 
the ‘walking-out’ clerical dress 
the English-speaking world, espe! 
ially from those whose pastor} 
duties oblige them to ride HW 
cycles, Vespas and similar vehi 
les. It is argued with some ford 
that it is undignified for pries 
to have to make their rounds a 
ladies’ bicycles. 

“Pius XII ordered an enquil 
into the problem, and the hop 
grows that John XXIII will shor 
ly say that the soutane is alt: 
gether unnecessary except o 
those occasions when the clerg 
of the English-speaking world—« 
the German — wear cassocks.” 


Silk or Wool? 


a |e the Holy Father and tl 
cardinals of the Church we: 
silk sometimes and woolen robs 
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at other times,” we read in the 
(London) Universe, “they do so 
not from any personal whim but 
‘by exact directives of the Prefect 
‘of Pontifical Ceremonies.” 

A kind of calendar of the pre- 
Seribed changes is issued annually 
in a booklet prepared at the end 
of every year under the prefect’s 
Bepority by the Vatican Polyglot 
Press. Normally about 10 pages 
long, one specimen is bound in 
white, has an Italian text, and is 
for the use of the Holy Father. 


i Those bound in bright yellow, 
also with an Italian text, are 
meant for the Italian cardinals. A 
third edition, bound in red, is 
‘turned into Latin and distributed 
among the rest of the cardinals 
all over the world. 


' As a general rule, the Holy Fa- 
cher wears woolen’ vestments 
luring Lent, Advent, and on vigils 
xf major feasts. Silk is considered 
the festive garb. 


_ The color varies, too: crimson 
yn festivals, violet at other times, 
ind—surprisingly—rose on Lae- 
are and Gaudete Sundays. 


“Twice a year,’ says the Uni- 
rerse, “the prefect issues what is 
‘alled the ‘intimatio’ (injunction) 
vVhich is always published in Os- 
ervatore Romano, the Vatican 
ity daily newspaper. The ‘inti- 
natio’ directs the cardinals to 
ut on or take off the ermine 
rom the cappa magna, the great 
loak with flowing train. The 
hanges fall regularly on Ascen- 
ion Thursday, when the ermine 
houlder cloak is removed, and 
n the feast of St. Catherine, No- 
ember 25, when it is put back 
n again.” 
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IMITATING CHRIST IN THE 


10 pressing paris 


Qoaring Qixties 


h problems (scandal, drinking, 
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mortification, etc.) .. 


A series of ten (10) weekly articles 


= 
=a 
-o 

ge 
ie 
< 


Connell, C.SS.R., Gerald 


theologians (Francis J. 


. made con- 


Kelly, S.J., John C. Ford, $.J., etc.) .. 


Journalism 


crete and practical by 10 outstanding Catholic 


journalists. 


in the AVE MARIA magazine 


Beginning 


GET THIS PARISHIONER’S COURSE IN MORAL 


PROBLEMS FOR YOUR PEOPLE. 


September 
26 


Notre Dame, Indiana 


WRITE TODAY. 


RECOMMENDS FOR YOUR. 
PARISH RACK 


Airlis 
HIS <THE 
MASS 


Described by Henri Daniel-Rops; 
Celebrated by Bishop Fulton J. 
Sheen; Photographed by Yousuf 
Karsh. 192 pages, 30 stricking 
photographs, 95c. 

Three world-famous figures 
have combined their talents to 
produce this beautiful book 
dedicated to a greater under- 
standing of the Holy Sacrifice 
of the Mass. Original edition 
still sells for $4.95. Now ready 
in the famous Image Books ser- 
ies with a vibrant, full-color 
cover. Write today for the 
complete list of 92 Image 
Books and other fast-selling 


parish rack items. 
One to five copies, 
ten copies, 
copies, 76c. 


95c; Six to 
86c; eleven or more 


fs NATIONAL 

a CATHOLIC 
READING 

DISTRIBUTORS 


18B0V3R CK OF NEW Vor! : 


PHOMES Wnt KINS °4-3 
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This Month’s Cover 


@ cover reproduces a wo 

carving executed by Fat 
Henri Blane of St. Genevi 
Academy, Asheville, N. C., au 
of the article on St. John Vian 
in this present issue. 


‘Catholics and 
Scholarship’ 


N 1938 Our SUNDAY VISITOR P 
brought out Catholics 
Scholarship, a symposium ed 
by Father John A. O’Brien, p 
ing the cause of the paucity of | 
ranking Catholic scholars 
practical, down-to-earth sug 
tions for their development. 
book represented the first 
scale investigation of this pl 
lem published in America. 


The first part is devoted to 
appraisal of the situation at 
time and the picture has cha 
somewhat, though not substan 
ly, from that day. All who 
interested in this problem ( 
find it fascinating to look at | 
picture obtaining twenty ye 
ago and compare it with the sii 
tion today, when so many Cath 
educators are expressing th 
selves loudly on this subject. 


The other part of the book d¢ 
largely with constructive sug! 
tions for the development of ¢ 
nent scholars in natural, soc 
‘economic land political scien 
as well as in the fields of edi 
tion and literature. Among 
distinguished scholars who o 
constructive and helpful sug 
tions are Professor Hugh S. 7 
lor, Karl F. Herzfeld, George S} 
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MSperti, David A. McCabe, Jerome 
G. Kerwin and John M. Cooper. 
With a view of stimulating 
‘further interest and activity 
t among priests and religious in this 
bsubject and helping constructively 
in the solution of the problem, 
Our SuNDAY VisiTor offers one 
copy of this book to each priest 
who sends 25c to cover the ship- 
ping costs as long as the supply 
lasts. After reading the _ book, 
priests will doubtless wish to pass 
it on to the Sisters teaching in 
their schools. All religious com- 
‘munities conducting high schools, 
‘colleges and seminaries will find 
it a valuable addition to their 
libraries. 

The offer holds only while the 
supply lasts, and the requests will 
be filled in the order in which 
they arrive. Address your order 
to Our SuNbDAyY Visitor, Hunting- 
ton, Indiana. 


Notations For 
Your Ordo 


O accommodate the election of 

Pope John XXIII, the follow- 
ing additions to the Ordo are in- 
licated: 

Oct. 27. Tomorrow, the anni- 
yersary of the election of Pope 
john XXIII, at all Masses, both 
ead and sung, the oration “Pro 
apa” will be added. 

Nov. 3. Tomorrow, the  anni- 
ersary of the coronation of Pope 
ohn XXIII, at all Masses, both 
ead and sung, the oration ‘Pro 
apa” will be added. 

There are no changes indicated 
1 the recitation of the Divine Of- 
ce. 
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“Thank you’s” and other praises 
will ring in your ears! 


Send every child in grades 1-4 
home with a copy of 
YOUR PARISH SCHOOL. 


This 40-page Handbook for Parents 
gives them the ground rules, the 

financial story and the teachers point 
of view. Its distribution will help yo 
solve most of your parent-teacher-chil! 
communication problems. 


Written by a Pastor with the Pastor 
in mind. Copies immediately available 


YOUR Twenty-five cents per co 
PARISH $18.75 per L 
SCHOOL. postpa 


AVE MARIA PRESS ® Notre Dame, Ine 
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PUitorial, Comment 


AS 1960 draws nigh the na- 
tives are getting restless— 
‘the natives” being the credu- 
lous, the superstitious, the 
mentally unbalanced, the reli- 
ious cranks and, of course, 
(heir victims: those theological- 
'y illiterate faithful who are 
ull of basically sound piety and 
reverence but without critical 
cumen or necessary instruc- 
jon. We refer, as you can 
’eadily guess, to the famous and 
turrently almost notorious third 
lecret which Sister Lucia, in 
|917 one of the three children 
ut Fatima, wrote down and 
fated in an envelope at a time 
I serious illness in 1939. The 
mnvelope was marked ‘Not to be 
pened until 1960”’. 

| We do not at all like to refer 
0 it as almost notorious save 
at Sister Lucia has herself 
everal times had to repudiate 
imply silly reports about what 
} contained, once as recently as 
uly, 1959. 

According to the NCWC re- 
sase Sister Lucia (or Lucy, as 
he is often called) now a Car- 
1elite nun at Coimbra, has re- 
Seted as “inexact” and “regret- 
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Private Revelations And Prudence 


table” recent predictions attri- 
buted to her. The rejection of 
these so-called prophecies was 
made through a formal state- 
ment issued by the Chancery 
Office of the Coimbra Diocese. 

The prophecies were alleged- 
ly made to Father Augustin 
Fuentes of Veracruz, Mexico, 
in an interview he had with 
Sister Lucy in December, 1957. 
Wide circulation has been given 
to the priest’s report of the in- 
terview. 

In that report Sister Lucy was 
quoted as having said that ‘God 
is going to chastise the world 
... 1960 is not far off, and what 
will happen then will be a very 
sad thing for all... if before 
then the world does not offer 
prayer and penance.” 

Father Fuentes has been call- 
ed the “Roman postulator” of 
the beatification causes of 
Francisco and Jacinta Marto, 
now deceased, who with their 
cousin, Sister Lucy, witnessed 
the apparitions. But the Rome 
bureau of the NCWC News 
Service was informed by an of- 
ficial of the Sacred Congrega- 
tion of Rites that there is no 
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Roman postulator for the cause 
of the two Fatima children, and 
that there is no such cause be- 
fore the Congregation. Further 
investigation by the NCWC 
News Service disclosed that Fa- 
ther Fuentes is not the postu- 
lator for Portugal for the causes 
of Francisco and Jacinta. The 
postulator there is Auxiliary 
Bishop Manuel de Jesus Pereira 
of Coimbra. 

The Chancery office of the 
Coimbra diocese said Sister 
Lucy gave the following answer 
to questions put to her by the 
diocesan authorities: 

“Father Fuentes spoke to me, 
as he is the postulator for the 
beatification causes of the serv- 
ants of God, Jacinta and Fran- 
cisco Marto. We dealt only with 
things related to this point, so 
that everything else to which 
he refers is inexact or untrue, 
which is regrettable. I do not 
understand what good can come 
to souls by things which are not 
founded on God, who is the 
Truth. 

“T know nothing nor can I 
say anything about such chas- 
tisements, which have been 
falsely attributed to me.” 


No Authority 


The chancery statement also 
said that since February, 1955, 
Sister Lucia has said nothing 
about the Fatima apparitions, 
and thus has not authorized 
anyone to make public anything 
on this subject. 

Back in 1956, Sister Lucy al- 
so found it necessary to deny 


nn 


another set of irresponsible ¢ 
legations to the effect that — 
per cent of humanity wou 
perish in a world war, that E 
land and Russia would suf 
most, and that Lisbon would 
destroyed. 


By now many of our read 
must have been questio 
about the contents of the m 
sage. The answer to these i 
questions is “No one know 
And one might also do well 
advise members of his cong1 
gation that whatever it is t 
have heard it is now proba 
an a priori improbability. P 
haps they have heard even t 
our Holy Father Pius XII op 
ed the letter, read it, pas 
out and did not come to 
three days. Don’t laugh! Sis 
Lucy had to nail down t 
monstrosity in 1950. Alas, thi 
no laughing matter; it all te 
to make religion ridiculous 
to reduce the Faith to puer 
ties. As St. Thomas put it, 
exposes us to the “‘irrisio 
fidelium.” If, understandab 
non-believers mistake these i 
anities for the body of Reve’ 
tion, one can hardly bla 
them for dismissing our positi 
with utter scorn. 

It was, therefore, with a gr 
deal of satisfaction and ev 
gratitude that we read recen 
a theological discussion not 01 
of the question of Fatima bu 
the whole problem of priv) 
revelation. It is on the theo 
gical level that the discuss: 
must move. Father Francis Fi 
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PRIVATE REVELATIONS AND PRUDENCE 


in the July 4th issue of America 

in an article entitled ““What of 
_Lucy’s Claims?” and the staff 
) itself in an editorial “Private 
' Revelation and Prudence” are 
/ all warmly to be commended 
for wise and timely words. We 
| shall cite both sources a bit lat- 
er. 


| First of all, we would like to 
recommend, as we have in the 
' past, Father Martindale’s The 
' Meaning of Fatima. Thorough- 
'ly sympathetic to the cause, Fa- 
} ther Martindale accepts Fatima 
'as indisputably authentic; in 
fact, he thinks it has ‘‘world- 
‘wide implications to a degree 
} that even Lourdes, on the face 
fof it, had not.” What especially 
wins our admiration every time 
{ we have occasion to consult this 
‘work is the calm and judicious 
‘spirit in which the author hand- 
tles quite real difficulties, al- 
fways in the light of theology 
/and history. 

It might be well initially to 
cite at some length a passage 
‘from his introductory chapter 
‘with the hope that our readers 
‘will pass on these notions to 
itheir congregations. “Even in so 
jshort a book as this,” remarks 
Father Martindale, “it seems 
‘right that our method of ap- 
\proach to any ‘private revela- 
ition’ should be made quite clear. 
(God has given, through our 
Lord, the ‘universal,’ or general, 
(revelation of Himself, and this 
was closed after the death of 
the Apostles. Nothing can be 
jadded to it." 
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The author then goes on to 
explain that the Church has the 
mandate to preach and to teach 
with infallibility which is a 
guarantee that nothing substan- 
tial will be added to or sub- 
tracted from the message. 
Therefore, if God should please 
to reveal Himself to anyone 
this cannot in anyway conflict 
with the revelation given orig- 
inally to the Apostles. He makes 
the interesting point which we 
suspect is often lost sight of 
that the Church when examin- 
ing something like the appari- 
tions at Fatima always begins 
by scrutinizing their dogmatic 
content. As he puts it, “we do 
not found our worship of the 
Sacred Heart of our Lord on the 
‘private revelations’ granted to 
St. Margaret Mary, nor our be- 
lief in the Immaculate Concep- 
tion on the apparitions that 
were granted to St. Bernadette 
at Lourdes. Such events can 
corroborate, or elucidate, what 
the Church believes, but cannot 
add anything to it.” In an epi- 
logue, and by way of recapitu- 
lation, he puts the matter some- 
what strikingly, ‘our Lady her- 
self can reveal no new truth of 
faith or morals.” 


End of the World 


It is always the infallible 
Church who is the teaching 
body for the faithful, not St. 
Hildegarde, or St. Bridget, or 
St. Catherine of Sienna, or St. 
Norbert or St. Vincent Ferrer. 
With regard to these last two 
great saints one might recall 
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with the editors of America that 
early in the 12th century St. 
Norbert declared that he knew 
by revelation that Antichrist 
would appear in his generation; 
that St. Vincent Ferrer in the 
15th century spent some 20 
years of his life announcing that 
the Last Judgment was at hand. 
The magazine points out as well 
that ecstatics and mystics, 
whether authentic or not, have 
been disturbing the faithful 
with threats of doom since the 
beginning of the Church. In the 
13th century “St. Bonaventure 
complained of hearing to ‘sat- 
iety’ prophecies about the ills of 
the Church and the imminent 
end of the world”; 16th century 
Italy was scarred by a regular 
epidemic of such predictions 
from wandering religious and 
hermits. It is always interesting 
to dip into Monsignor Knox’s 
Enthusiasm for further instanc- 
es, or into the pages of Father 
Thurston’s highly specialized 
studies for the careful record- 
ing of similar vagaries. “So far,” 
says America, “the 20th century 
too has had its full share of 
dour eschatologists who appeal 
to private revelation in support 
of their theses of onrushing dis-= 
aster.” 


Father Filas, therefore, raises 
the pertinent question, “Is it not 
high time that something should 
be said in the Catholic press as 
to the principles of the Catholic 
faith that govern all private 
revelation?” His problem is that 
of more than one pastor of souls. 
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As a priest engaged in teachi 
college youth, in lecturing > 
adults, and in giving retreats} 
women religious, laymen a) 
lay women, and high school st 
dents, he has seen reactions 
what ‘‘can only be called par 
lyzing terror on the part 
good Catholics” who have hee 
various versions of what L 


, 


His only recourse, and eve 
priest’s only recourse is | 
fundamental theology. Acco 
ingly, Father Filas quotes | 
embodying his own posit 
these words from Father Tai 
querey’s Spiritual Life: 
vate revelations ... do 
form a part of Catholic faith 
Hence, there is no obligat 
for the faithful to believe the 
Even when the Church 
proves them, she does 4 
make them the object of Ca 
olic faith, but, as Benedict 
states, she simply permits thi 
to be published for the instr 
tion and the edification of 
faithful. The assent to be giv 
them is not, therefore, an 
of Catholic faith, but one of # 
man faith, based upon the fi 
that these revelations are pre 
able and worthy of credenc 

The pity of it is that pre 
cupation with the sensatio: 
and the marvelous occasié 
such a tremendous distract} 
from worthier pursuits. We | 
put on this earth as the lit 
Catechism tells us “to know 2 
love and serve God in this | 
and to be happy with Him f 


September / 4 


PRIVATE REVELATIONS AND PRUDENCE 


| ever in the next,” not by any 
/ means to speculate on what the 
- secret of Fatima is to be; not 
; in any sense to pass on sheer 
) rubbish to the detriment of 
) others. The effects of Fatima in 
.a purely spiritual way have 
| been too wonderful to risk en- 
| dangering the cause itself by 
) trivialities and worse. The pub- 
| lic tends always to confuse sub- 
| stance and accidents, even the 
Catholic public. Our duty here 
_lies plainly in bringing our peo- 
| ple back to the essential mes- 
| sage of Our Lady, to a love of 
| the rosary and to a strengthen- 
} ing of traditional Catholic life. 
The Great Truths 

_ Nor would it do them any 
ijharm to be inculcated with a 
healthy scepticism about the 
‘whole field of the purportedly 
praeternatural, lest, having ex- 
{tricated them from present 
ysnares, they tumble into some 
jmewer trap which has not yet 
| been sprung. Fasten their minds 
firmly on the great truths. Let 
them realize God’s goodness in 
|giving them all the knowledge 
jnecessary for salvation; not 
jonly that, but Christ, His Son, 
_Grace and the Sacraments. Only 
jon such a foundation can any- 


| 


one build a true devotion to the 
Mother of God who appeared 
to the three little ones in rural 
Portugal. 

We are afraid that the clergy 
has been, over all, remiss in this 
matter. We merit the rebuke 
implicit in an editorial state- 
ment made by America’s staff: 
“Preachers and writers who un- 
dertake to guide and instruct 
the Catholic fold should be con- 
stantly aware of the limited and 
sometimes dubious value of 
private revelations. Unhappily, 
they do not always show this 
caution. There are always some 
homiletic Cassandras who 
heighten the impact of their 
sermons by crying up Anti- 
christ. Sometimes  indiscreet 
writers encourage a silly tab- 
loid Catholicism by sounding 
the apocalyptic trumpet every 
time a visionary falls into 
ecstasy .. . Such callow credu- 
lity also excites and unduly 
disturbs the segment of the 
faithful who lack sound and 
balanced judgment. Worst of 
all, perhaps, millions of simple 
folk are led to go seeking signs 
and wonders when they ought 
to be growing in the love of 
God and neighbor.” —G.J.G. 


+ + 4+ 
A Judge on Juvenile Delinquency 


The only complete answer is a religious concept—that God 
i walks with you always. An atheist is a vagrant, a man without 


any visible means of support. God is not a celestial bellboy 
that you ring for only when you are in trouble.—Judge Philip 


B. Gilliam of Denver. 
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The Popes 


and the Christian East 


PAUL J. SANDALGI, S.T.D. 


Father Paul Sandalgi’s name will be recognized by 
many of our readers who will remember him for his years 
of labor and concern in the project of uniting the dissident 
Eastern Churches with the Holy See. Though now in re- 
tirement, his interest in this important question has in- 
creased rather than abated. With Russia and the possi- 
bility of an Oecumenical Council on our minds, it seems 
very timely to present some of the major points in the 
historical background of this unfortunate rift between 
East and West which may contribute to a more intelligent 
understanding of the problem. 


ee courageous, paternal in- 

itiative of Pope John XXIII 
has decreed the convening of an 
Oecumenical Council to attempt 
to achieve the unity of Chris- 
tians. At such a moment, a look 
into the history of the relation- 
ship of the Holy See and the 
venerable Patriarchates of the 
East will be useful. It should 
be instituted in an objective 
spirit, with the desire of in- 
forming minds rather than of 
stirring up hearts. For it is pre- 
cisely information that has been 
sadly lacking. 


Nor would it be expedient 
here to initiate a detailed his- 
torical chronological inquiry, 
for we should become lost in the 
mass of detail. Rather we would 
like to investigate the most 
vexed question invariably 
raised whenever Christian unity 
is discussed between East and 
West: the fear which always 
dogs the East that the Holy See 


is committed in practice if 
in theory to a Latinization 
the venerable Eastern Ri 
that this policy is based on 
motivated by a profound seq 
for these Rites and for 

whole genius of Oriental Fal 
uality. 


This scorn and contempt 4 
this thinly veiled desire | 
equate Latinism with Cathol) 
ty is felt by the East to anted 
the Schism by at least two ht 
dred years. Indeed, it is felt 
ways to have been there, | 
its first violent expression. 
blamed on Pope Nicholas 
(858-867). For intelligent C 
entals do not see in the vi 
early struggles (such as 
Easter controversy) so much 
effort to suppress the East 
an effort—misguided in tk 
eyes—to impose centralizat 
and too jealously to gu 
Rome’s supremacy. 

The case of Nicholas I is a 
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different. Here, we are told, is 
a Pope who held the theory that 
sacraments conferred by mar- 
'ried priests are invalid. We 
‘have the document on which 
this accusation is based. It is the 
letter of Nicholas I to the Bul- 
garians: 

“You have decided to consult 
us to know whether you ought 
_to support and honor a priest 
| who is married or whether you 
_should expel him from your 
midst. We answer that, though 
that priest is very reprehensible 
(licet ipse valde reprehensibilis 
| sit), you must imitate the Lord, 
| who,’ as the Gospel says, 
| ‘maketh his sun to rise upon the 
| good and the bad and raineth 
jupon the just and the unjust’ 
} (Matt. 5:45). It follows that 
yyou are not to expel him from 
‘your midst as the Lord did not 
expel even Judas from the 
|\number of the Apostles, though 
he was a false disciple. As far 
as priests are concerned, no 
matter what kind they may ap- 
pear to be in your eyes, it is not 
(for laymen to pass judgment on 
itheir conduct but rather for the 
‘bishop, whose duty it is to learn 
the true facts of the case.”! 
| A careful study of the docu- 
iment will clarify the position. 
In the first place, the Pope is 
inot simply laying about him 
with fulminations and condem- 
nations. He has been consulted. 
He is replying. 

? Secondly, he is quite evideni- 


ll. P.L., t. exix, col. 1006. 
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ly emphasizing in his reply the 
primary fact that laymen 
should not presume to sit in 
judgment on priests at all but 
leave it to the hierarchical su- 
perior, the bishop. 

As to the famous phrase, of 
which we have quoted the Latin 
original, be it said, first of all, 
that this is certainly a long way 
from saying that sacraments 
conferred by a married priest 
are invalid! The Pope is stating 
that such a priest is reprehensi- 
ble, not that he is sacramentally 
impotent. 

‘Reprehensible’ 

However, it may be admitted 
freely that there is something 
regrettable about the wording 
of the missive. Not that the 
Pope’s language has been inac- 
curately or unfortunately 
chosen so far as the expression 
of his thought goes. No, precise- 
ly the sad thing is that it un- 
doubtedly expresses that 
thought all too clearly. Pope 
Nicholas I certainly did think 
that such a priest was “repre- 
hensible.” And this feeling was 
undoubtedly based on his own 
preference for the celibate state 
for priests. This he shared with 
the whole Occidental Church, 
where the discipline had al- 
ready been in effect for genera- 
tions when he made the state- 
ment. 

Neither here, nor at any other 
point in this exposition, are we 
going to try to conceal or mini- 
mize the unfortunate lack of 
understanding evinced by sev- 
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eral Popes in regard to venera- 
ble Oriental practices. But it 
is no mere quibble to say that 
they were speaking, in such 
cases, not ex cathedra but as 
private theologians or simply 
men of their age. This fact 
should be recognized by Latin 
Catholics. It must, however, 
also be admitted and recognized 
by Orientals, who are often 
likewise too prone to read into 
an expression of personal exas- 
peration or incomprehension a 
doctrinal definition. 

The second major outburst of 
Papal intolerance—and vacilla- 
tion—is held to be the famous 
case of SS. Cyril and Methodius 
and the use of the Slavonic lan- 
guage in the Liturgy. This case 
began in the mid-ninth century 
and continued till two centuries 
after the schism. 


The facts are these: Saints 
Cyril and Methodius, excellent 
and intrepid missionaries, had 
introduced into the liturgy the 
language of the people in the 
territories of the Slavs which 
they had converted. Their 
greatest enemies in this matter 
were the German missionaries 
in Moravia. The enmity of these 
Germans grew out of the fact 
that their political ambitions 
were thwarted by the introduc- 
tion of Slavonic as a liturgical 
language, since such a course 
inevitably added dignity to the 
indigenous tongue. 

During the stay of Cyril and 
Methodius in Venice, the Vene- 
tian clergy also expressed their 
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disapproval of the use of Slav’ 
onic in sacred functions. Ac) 
cording to the Venetians, He 
brew, Greek, and Latin wer 
the only sacred languages. Afte} 
all, the inscription on the cros 
of Our Lord was written i 
those three languages onl 
They did not know of cours) 
that other languages had bee} 
used in the Orient for centurie 

Finally, at Rome itself, t 
liturgical use of Slavonic wa 
bitterly attacked by Formosuj 
Bishop of Porto, and a dete 


i 


Anastasius, the librarian, ho 
ever, sprang to its defense. 
was acquainted with all Or 
ental usages and knew Gree 
well. | 


Vacillation 

Now begins the curious cha 
of Papal actions in the matte} 
First we shall simply detal 
them, In 868, Pope Hadrian 
solemnly approved the liturg) 
cal use of Slavonic. In 873, ! 
successor, Pope John VIII, sur 
pressed it. In 880, the sam 
Pope John VIII approved tt 
language he had condemne 
seven years before, and pre 
claimed the great principle | 
equality of all languages befo? 
God. Less than six years late 
Pope Stephen V suppressed tl 
use of Slavonic in the liturgy 
And finally, in 1248, Innoce# 
IV gave solemn sanction on) 
again for the use of Slavoni 

These changes in pontific 
policy may well seem bemusitf 
and the action of Pope Stephe 
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V has indeed remained a mys- 
tery until some sixty years ago. 
A little common sense will aid 
us in explaining the initial 
vacillations. Historical research 
has recently provided an ex- 
planation of the later develop- 
ments. 


to explain in the first action of 

Pope Hadrian II. His successor, 

Pope John VIII, was, as is well 

known, himself a partisan of 

the “three sacred languages” 
' theory; but surely no one would 
i presume to say that he held this 
) as divinely revealed! What hap- 
| pened was very simple. Metho- 
) dius energetically intervened to 
) better inform the Pope and it 
| was on the basis of this that 
| Pope John VIII gave the ap- 
| proval of 880. 


\ 
I 
! 
| 
| There is, of course, nothing 
| 
i 


The strange case of Pope 
Stephen V and the long gap 
separating his suppression of 
' Slavonic from the reinstatement 
idecreed by Innocent IV _ has 
i puzzled honest historians until 
=_= when careful histori- 


‘eal research has brought out 
Jone of those romances which 
jare part and parcel of Church 
History, revealing the poignant 
humanity of the Church and, at 
jthe same time, a shining proof 
‘of her divine institution and 
conservation, since she survives 
them all serenely. 


A Pope Misinformed 


_ During the stormy period 
ithrough which Rome was going 
jin the course of the ninth cen- 
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tury, a part of the official regis- 
ter of John VIII was torn from 
the volume and_ destroyed, 
while still another part was 
carried to Montecaino. About 
886, the German Bishop Wich- 
ing put before Pope Stephen V 
a garbled version of the real 
letter of Pope John VIII. In the 
spurious copy, the use of Slav- 
onic in the liturgy was pro- 
scribed. It is not hard to under- 
stand Wiching’s motivation. Nor 
is it hard to understand Pope 
Stephen’s action, since he 
thought he was conforming to 
the policy of his predecessor. 
Archives were not then what 
they are today. 


However, the lost part of the 
papal register returned to Rome 
in the first half of the thirteenth 
century and soon after re- 
entered the pontifical archives. 
On the basis of it, Innocent IV 
granted the third concession in 
favor of the liturgy in Slavon- 
ic.? 

The third major example of 
alleged Papal rapacity is the 
politics of the Crusaders. Here 
an immediate, drastic distinc- 
tion must be made. 

Even the lower echelon Oc- 
cidental ecclesiastics, who ac- 
companied and followed the 
Crusaders, might be defended. 


2. P. A. Lapotte, L’Europe et le 
Saint Siege a V’Epoque caroling- 
ienne: I Le pape Jean VIII (872- 
882), Paris 1895, pp. 1-29, 110-170. 

Frantisek Dvornik, Les Slaves, 
Byzanee et Rome au IX Siecle, 
Paris, 1926, pp. 292-296. 
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And here, again, the essential 
thing is to get the entire pic- 
ture. But certainly the actions 
of these representatives on the 
spot is a vastly different thing 
from the policy of the Holy See, 
which is our concern in this 
article. 


To understand properly, even 
when not condoning, the actions 
of the apparently insufferably 
arrogant ecclesiastical “field 
generals,’”’ who often seemed to 
show more courtesy to the Sar- 
acens than to their fellow- 
Christians of the East, we must 
look at the previous history. 
The Holy See had left to the 
Emperors of Constantinople —- 
who, until 1054, had been Cath- 
olic—the great task of bring- 
ing the Oriental heretics, espe- 
cially the Nestorians and the 
Monophysites, back into the 
fold. Now these emperors had 
had little success. Too often, 
they had invoked the exceed- 
ingly secular weapon of bloody 
persecution. But, in justice to 
these often misguided emperors, 
it must also be noted that the 
Arab invasions in the 7th cen- 
tury of the southern Patriarch- 
ates, Alexandria, Antioch and 
Jerusalem, cut them off politi- 
cally from Constantinople, thus 
permitting the heresies to ger- 
minate in comparative peace, 
beyond the reach of the imper- 
ial power. 


The Occidental ecclesiastics 
who came in the wake of the 
Crusades were, therefore, con- 
fronted with strongly organized, 
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intensely national bodies. Th: 
vast majority of the Occidentat 
were poorly informed concern: 
ing the venerable Oriental tra 
dition, so sadly expressed i 
that phrase wrung from Pol 
crates, Bishop of Ephesu 
writing, as early as the mi 
second century to Pope Victor 
“In Asia great lights were e 
tinguished, which will ri 
again in the day of the comi 
of the Lord, when He shall r 
turn in glory from heaven a 
seek out all the saints.’ 


Forced Latinization 


The result of this ignoran 
was that not only military co 
manders and civil governo 
but also high prelates amo 
the Crusaders, aimed at cathol 
cizing through forced Latiniz 
tion. And _ these unfortuna} 
practices, sparked by the ma 
contacts of the Crusades, co 
tinued for nearly six centuri 
thereafter. The non-Catho 
Orientals were received 
masse into the Latin rite by tk 
Western missionaries, instead « 
joining the Catholic counterpai 
of their former non-Cathol 
communion. And the Cathol 
Oriental, through 
knowledge of his own rite, i 
discipline and liturgy—a lack | 
knowledge caused by attendir 
Latin Occidental schools—grae 


3. Eusebius, Hist. Eccl. V,, XX} 


Church, New York, Macmilld 
1947, vol. ii, pp. 722-723. 


September / 1 


THE POPES AND THE CHRISTIAN EAST 


, ually drifted into the Latin or 
_ Western rite. 

These Oriental Catholics, liv- 
ing under infidel governments 
and, sometimes, even under 
_ Christian and Catholic govern- 
. ments, had a poorly trained 

clergy. The elite passed over 

_ to the Latin rite, which in many 

Oriental countries means a 

change of nationality. This gave 

full head to a ridiculous Latin- 
ization of their rite. Interpola- 
tions, suppressions and unneces~ 
sarily foreign additions of more 
or less unhappily translated 

Latin texts, Latin devotions and 

'a very Latin expression were 

‘the order of the day. Even their 

/own canon law was set aside 

° replaced by undesirable 
borrowings from Latin disci- 

' pline. 

! But a far more serious matter 
was the foundation of the Latin 
hierarchy in the Orient during 
‘the Fourth Crusade. Pope In- 
‘nocent III prepared this Cru- 
‘sade, but he specified in ratify- 

ling the treaty between Venice 

‘and the Crusaders on May 8, 

1201, that no harm should be 

‘done to any Christian nation, 

| 


provided that it did not hamper 
the progress of the Crusaders. 
The attitude of the Sovereign 
Pontiff never wavered in this 
respect. His strong letter to the 
Cardinal Legate, Peter of 
Capua, condemning the crimin- 
al excesses of the Crusaders in 
Constantinople, is a well known 
proof of his stand. 

However, he was simply not 
heeded. Rome was a long way 
off and the crusading ecclesi- 
astics seemed to feel more 
Catholic than the Pope. And 
here we see again precisely one 
of those tangled historical evo- 
lutions, which point up the dif- 
ference between official Vatican 
policy and the overzealous en- 
thusiasm, and sometimes per- 
fidy, exercised on the spot. 

When the Latin Empire was 
established, the victors set up 
a Venetian patriarch without 
asking the consent of the Holy 
See. The Holy Father was 
placed in a dilemma. The By- 
zantine patriarch was not in 
communion with Rome. What 
could Innocent III do but sanc- 
tion what he could not remedy? 

(To be continued) 


+ + 4+ 


Freemasonry 

“Including almost every nation in its immense grasp, it 
unites with other sects of which it is the real inspiration and 
hidden power. It first attracts and then retains its associates 
by the bait of worldly advanatge which it secures for them. It 
bends governments to its will sometimes by promises, some- 
times by threats. It has found its way into every class of soci- 
ety, and forms an invisible and irresponsible power, an inde- 
pendent government, as it were, within the body corporate of 


the state.” — Leo XII. 
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T Got Saved... 


WINFRID HERBST, S.D.S. | 


Mrs. Wanda Beach, a diabetic almost .all her 37 years, 
attended both the afternoon and evening sessions which be- 
gan the ten-day Oral Roberts crusade in Detroit on Friday, 
July 3. 
last week, “and she wanted to be cured.” And she thought 
she was. She wrote a triumphant message on a testimonial 
card, supplied to those who want to testify personally before 
the audience in the big “cathedral tent’: “I have given up 
insulin and am eating everything. It felt wonderful. I got 
saved and healed last night.” 

Mrs. Beach never gave the testimony in public. She died 
on Sunday afternoon in Mount Carmel Mercy Hospital. The 
official postmortem: “Diabetic acidosis and coma, with hypo- 
tension and cardio-respiratory failure.” 

Crusade officials will never forget Wanda’s presence at 
the evening service when she tried unsuccessfully to 
force her way onto the platform to talk with the evangelist. 
The Rev. Robert F. DeWeese, campaign manager, says she 
was incoherent then and apparently “emotionally disturbed.” 

Who was at fault? No one could blame Oral Roberts, and 


no one wanted to blame Wanda Beach. But as the crusade | 


went on last week in the cathedral tent, people talked quietly 
and shook their heads. “The Lord puts good doctors on this 


Faith healin 


“She felt she was going to be cured,” said her mother — 


earth,” said one, 

week, July 20, 1959. 
ce | TELL you, Father, exclaim- 

ed the young man, “this 
Oral Roberts is working mi- 
racles. Watch him on TV some 
day and you'll see.” 

Now, what is a miracle? St. 
Thomas defines it thus: “A 
miracle is that which is done 
by God outside the order of all 
created nature.” So it is some- 
thing done by God as the prin- 
cipal cause, though He may use 
any creature as the instrument- 
al cause; it is something that is 
done in the world and that is 
outside or above the natural or- 


“so I think we should use them.’—News- 


der and superior to the force 
of all nature and yet neo 
against the natural order, be 
cause a miracle is not a violag 
tion of the laws of natur 
but an exceptional happenin 
brought about by a special, di 
vine power that intervenes i 
created things. 

Miracles are possible becau 
of the absolute dominion c¢ 
God as the first and free cau 
of the universe. Those la 
are subordinate to Him. The 
cannot limit either His freedo 
of action or His power. Oni 
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two things are impossible to 
God: the absurd and the sin- 
ful. ; 
| God alone can work mira- 
cles. St. Thomas says that 
when angels are said to work 
miracles it is either because 
God works miracles at their re- 
quest, in the same way as holy 
men are said to work miracles, 
or because they exercise a kind 
of ministry in which miracles 
take place. He adds that when 
anything is done outside the 
order of created nature by a 
power unknown to us, it is call- 
ed a miracle as regards our- 
selves. Further on he stresses 
that, if we take a miracle in the 
strict sense, God alone can 
work miracles. The demons 
cannot work miracles, nor any 
creature. But sometimes things 
ean be done that arouse man’s 
astonishment because they are 
seyond his power and outside 
ais sphere of knowledge, so that 
t seems a miracle has been 
worked. (Cf. Summa, Pt. 8, Q. 
a Q. 114.) 
| God alone can work miracles. 
Some miracles are external 
jaappenings or facts, tangibly 
svident, and are intended by 
God to prove a truth of faith. 
‘t is these the Vatican Council 
alls: “Most certain signs of di- 
vine revelation—signs adapted 
,o the intelligence of everyone.” 
God alone can work miracles. 
3ut He cannot work a miracle 
n proof of what is false. God is 
absolute moral goodness or 
joliness. Moral goodness or 
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holiness consists in freedom 
from sin and the purity of 
moral behavior. God is essen- 
tial holiness, because His will 
is identical with the supreme 
moral norm. The sinlessness of 
God is, therefore, not merely a 
factual state of being free from 
sin, but an intrinsic incapabil- 
ity of sinning. Since God is al- 
mighty and since His power is 
identical with His essence, it 
cannot imply anything which 
contradicts the essence and the 
attributes of God. Thus God 
cannot change, can make noth- 
ing that has happened not to 
have happened, cannot realize 
anything which is contradictory 
in itself. He cannot lie. 

Since those TV happenings 
that so arouse the astonishment 
of many because they are be- 
yond their power and outside 
the sphere of their knowledge, 
cannot be miracles in the strict 
sense of the word, it seems that 
we have here to do with so 
called spiritual healing or faith 
healing or something allied to 
it. The development in this 
matter has apparently been 
from mesmerism to mental 
healing, then to the present 
methods of suggestion, auto- 
suggestion, and spiritual heal- 
ing. 

Power of Suggestion 

Now it is an indubitable fact 
that cures have been effected 
on the bodies of men and wo- 
men of all beliefs, without 
physical contact. There are 
cases recorded in almost every 
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age and country. St. Augustine 
(De Civitate Dei, book 22, c. 8) 
recounts many wonderful cures 
due to prayer and faith. In 
our days M. Coue produced as- 
tonishing results by mere sug- 
gestion. 

Of course, I do not wish to 
say that cures produced in the 
case of devout Catholics are on 
the same plane as other cures; 
for every Catholic believes that 
prayer for the cure of, disease 
can be directly answered. But 
when one finds similar cures 
outside the Catholic Church, 
one may reasonably ask the 
question: Has not the mind of 
the sufferer something to do 
with many a cure? 


In 1958, just a hundred years 
after Our Lady appeared to 
Bernadette at Lourdes, from 
1,250 reported cases of extra- 
ordinary cures during the cen- 
tury past, only 54 were regard- 
ed as miracles by the Church, 
whose investigation of each 
case is very rigid. Neurotic 
eases are ruled out at once. To 
be certified as miraculous a 
case must show these charac- 
teristics, attested to by two 
medical boards: absence of a 
curative element, instantaneous, 
irregularity of healing method, 
no convalescence, and function 
restored to a useless organ. 

Prayer, we know, is heard by 
God, Who has proved by nu- 
merous examples that He cures 
disease directly; but prayer may 
dispose the mind of the sufferer 
in such a way as to shake off at 
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least the more trivial ailments, 


releasing the healing powers of | 


nature from the trammels of 
obsession. 

Those who practice the art of 
healing by suggestion without 
hypnosis are divided on _ the 
question as to whether or not 
there is any real foundation for 
the claims made by spiritual 
healers. The latter, of course, 
maintain that they possess a 
a special gift which, by means 
of prayer, anointing, or impo- 
sition of hands on the sufferer, 
is set free by divine interven- 
tion. But a distinguished com- 


mittee of both the clerical and | 


medical professions, in England, 
did not favor any distinction 
between spiritual healing and 
healing by suggestion, though 
admitting that religious appeal 
could sometimes be the most 
potent form of suggestion. They 
added the note of warning that 
those who resort to healers 
might be postponing until too 
late the medical treatment that 
would serve to arrest organic 
disease. 

Nothing Occult or Superstitious 


These conclusions can be en- 


dorsed by Catholic moral the- | 


ology. There is nothing in 
spiritual healing that need be 
thought occult or superstitious. 
The priest on his daily round 
of service to the sick and the 


poor exercises great powers of | 


suggestion. I well recall one 
zealous pastor whose visits 
to the sick poor always brought 


such cheer and hope into sad- | 
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dened lives that people were 
wont to say “A visit from him 
and his blessing is the best 
medicine.” We do not, of course, 
claim for the priest any special 
gift of healing. It would be 
rash to apply suggestion as a 
remedy in serious cases, with- 
out first seeking medical aid. 
Medical aid is scientific and 
based on a vast body of certain 
knowledge and_ experience. 
Suggestion is tentative, to say 
the least. 

It is not necessary to deny 
that in the case of Catholics 
who receive Extreme Unction 
—that dear Sacrament of the 
sick which may restore one to 
health if God sees fit, their ex- 
pectation of recovery may have 
a great influence on _ their 
minds and indirectly on their 
bodies; for God does not elim- 
inate natural causes but uses 
them. 

So if we understand spiritual 
healing as the healing of the 
sick by the suggestion of reli- 
gious considerations, there is 
nothing unlawful in its use, 
provided it is used without su- 
perstition, scandal, or vain- 
glory, and, in serious cases, aft- 
er an appeal, if possible to 
inedical aid. 

When watching the goings- 
on, for purposes of study, of 
Mr. Roberts, a man sui generis 
to be sure and apparently tre- 
mendously sincere and possess- 
ed of unusual abilities and 
qualifications to inspire confi- 
dence, nothing struck me more 
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than the intense seriousness of 
his audience (he has a tent 
seating 14,000) who are plainly 
offering themselves to the in- 
fluence of mass psychology and 
suggestibility in the midst of 
the exciting atmosphere cre- 
ated by a combination of un- 
usual circumstances, a convic- 
tion of power from on high, and 
unique oratory. 
Limitations 

But, despite what I have said 
about the evident sincerity of 
both faith healer and his audi- 
ence, Catholics may not ask for 
the ministrations of a non- 
Catholic spiritual healer. Such 
ministrations are not recogniz- 
ed by the Church. And they 
may easily lead to indifferen- 
tism in religion, since effective 
cures will induce Catholics to 
believe that these ministrations 
are blessed by God, whereas 
their own prayers and the Sac- 
raments are apparently not so 
blessed. 

No Catholic, by the way, 
claims the gift of spiritual heal- 
ing, though, like others, a Cath- 
olic may be able to employ 
suggestion to heal disease. If 
he effects a cure, he will never 
attribute the result to any spe- 
cial personal gift of his own, to 
“a cure in his hand,” but to the 
power of God, who makes use 
of natural means when these 
are ‘sufficient. (Cf. Vol..2*of 
Moral and Pastoral Theology 
by H. Davis, S.J. Sheed and 
Ward, Inc., New York, N.Y. 
1958.) 
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For a Catholic to present 
himself to a non-Catholic faith 
healer would be what we might 
call a doubtful case of vain ob- 
servance. There is uncertainty 
as to whether an extraordinary 
fact is due to natural or su- 
pranatural causes, some au- 
thorities saying that these phe- 
nomena of mental healing are 
accomplished through natural 
powers of matter or mind, oth- 
ers inclining to a supranatural- 
istic explanation. There is no 
certainty here as to whether 
the fact has a religious or irre- 
ligious character. The fact ap- 
pears to be so marvelous as to 
pass the natural and yet it is 
difficult to determine whether 
its source is good or evil. So 
I would simply say that a Cath- 
olic who makes use of the min- 
istrations of a non-Catholic 
spiritual healer is subjectively 
in danger of indifferentism and 
objectively in danger of giving 
scandal, not to mention that 
there is also danger of doing 
harm to the body by neglecting 
medical aid. 

Can Catholics Cure? 


But how about the case of a 
Catholic seeking such ministra- 
tions from a Catholic? Father 
Noldin states that it sometimes 
happens that persons, also un- 
educated persons, and persons 
who have no reputation for 
sanctity, cure diseases and 
wounds by the sign of the cross 
and prayers and _  breathings. 
These, he says, are not all to be 
at once condemned for super- 
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stition; for one may piously be-. 
lieve that even in our own)! 
times God gives to certain per- 
sons the grace of healing, for 
the common welfare, even if 
they are not saints. He then 
gives the following criteria 
for distinguishing superstitious | 
practices from the scriptural 
“grace of healing,” of which St. 
Paul speaks in His first Epistle} 
to the Corinthians (12:29). 

We should inquire, he says, | 
(1) whether the healer is the 
only one who is able to produce 
the effect in question, or 
whether it can be produced by 
others with the same means, 
and whether he has learned his} 
art from others; (2) whether 
the healer believes that his} 
power of curing disease inheres 
in the words or signs employed, 
because God gives the grace of! 
healing to persons and does not} 
attach it to external signs; (3) 
whether the means employed! 
are silly and inappropriate, be- 
cause if God makes a cure de- 
pendent upon external signs, as} 
He sometimes does, these signs} 
will never be silly or inept. | 

Tests 


Those who go about healing) 
diseases in man or beast, Fath-. 
er Noldin further says, should) 
be subjected to the following 
tests: 

1. Inquiry should be made: 
whether the means or remedies: 
employed produce their effect. 
by virtue of their natural pow- 
er. If this can be affirmed with. 
any degree of probability, their 
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use may be permitted, but pro- 
testation should be made 
against the possible influence of 
the devil. 

2. If the effect produced can 
by no probable conjecture be 
ascribed to the powers of na- 
ture, the whole thing need not 
be rejected a priori as supersti- 
tious and illicit, but a careful 
examination of each case 
should be made with all its at- 
tending circumstances. 


3. If this examination shows 
that the method employed is 
not positively superstitious, if 
the prayers and invocations 
used by the healer contain 
nothing wrong or inept, and if 
the healer himself is in good 
faith and does not attribute in- 
fallible efficiency either to the 
remedies he prescribes or to the 
formulas he employs, it will not 
be necessary to forbid the prac- 
tice, though it is always pru- 


‘dent to advise those who sub- 


mit to such ministrations that 
they should make a formal in- 
tention of rejecting any and all 
effects that might possibly be 
produced by the intervention 
of the evil one. 

Father Noldin adds that al- 
together different must be our 
reply as regards Christian Sci- 
ence, a pantheistic system in- 
vented by Mary Baker Eddy. 
Facts of restored health in their 
case are to be attributed to au- 
tosuggestion. (Cf. Noldin, Sum- 
ma T. M., vol. 2, n. 162, ed. 27, 
1951.) 

It may seem strange that I 
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should enlarge so much upon 
this peculiar subject. But even 
from my letters I have found 
that spiritual healers are rath- 
er frequently popping up here 
and there, even abstracting 
from the TV Big Top, and that 
even Catholic people are hay- 
ing recourse to their ministra- 
tions. 

Some have said that there 
are cases of actual fraud in 
connection with the so-called 
miracles that are worked to the 
amazement of the semihypno- 
tized throngs. Subjects would 
be “planted” among the audi- 
ence and then come hobbling 
along with crutches, only to 
throw them away and leap for 
joy upon the imposition of 
hands, etc. Things like that 
are beneath contempt! 


I have often wondered just 
what the following passage 
from St. Mark, 9:38-41, could 
mean: “Here John said to him: 
‘Rabbi, we saw somebody drive 
out demons in your name, and 
we were for stopping him be- 
cause he is not of our com- 
pany.’ ‘Do not stop him,’ Jesus 
said: ‘after all, one who works 
miracles in my name will not 
the next minute bring himself 
to speak evil of me; and he who 
is not against us is for us. In 
fact, anyone that gives you a 
cup of water on the ground 
that you belong to Christ, will 
not, I assure you, go without 
his reward.’” (The New Testa- 
ment, Kleist and Lilly, Bruce, 
Milwaukee) 
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The huge A Catholic Com- 
mentary on Holy Scripture 
(Nelson, London) has this re- 
mark: ‘“The man in question 
seems to have been successful 
in the use of Jesus’ name; 
hence he must have been a true 
follower.” 

A Commentary on the New 
Testament by the Catholic Bib- 
lical Association (Sadlier, N.Y.) 
has this to say: “This man 
clearly believes in Jesus, for he 
would not have succeeded in 
driving out the devils in His 
name unless he believed in 
Him. Christ rebukes John for 
his intolerance. Even though 
this man did not belong to the 
‘group,’ he cannot be opposed 
to Christ if he has such good 
dispositions; and even every 
one who in such or similar cir- 
cumstances is not opposed to 
Christ is really for Him. 


Did Victor Hugo Die a Catholic? 


New Rochelle, N. Y.—Did the famed French author, Victor 
Hugo, return to the Church before his death? 

The Salesians here say, “It has never been determined.” 
But two visits the novelist made to St. John Bosco indicate that 
he may have come back before dying. 

On the first visit to the saint, the writer identified himself 
as an atheist. The saint said: “If you die an unbeliever, there 
will be only two possibilities for you—nothingness, as you think, 


or eternal punishment.” 
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“This lesson given to John > 
has permanent value for us 
also; we must be intolerant of 
error but tolerant of those who. 
in good faith are outside the 
body of the Church: in so far 
as they do good, we should en- 
courage rather than hinder 
them.” 

And Fillion in his masterful 
three-volume The Life of Christ 
(Herder, St. Louis, Mo.) eluci- | 
dates the passage thus: ‘Inas- | 
much as the impromptu exor- 
cist used the name of Christ to 
perform a good work, he show- 
ed his belief in the power of 
that name and a real confi- 
dence in Him Who bore it. 
Hence, to a certain extent, he 
was a disciple, and there was 
no occasion to discourage such 
a helper, for it is hardly pos- 
sible that he would pass much 
time in the enemy’s camp.” 
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The Stations of St. Alphonsus 


An objection refuted 


[N the July issue of this maga- 

zine there appeared a letter 
severely critical of the Stations 
of St. Alphonsus. The writer of 
this letter evinces a strange ad- 
mixture of shyness and bold- 
ness. He is too shy to sign his 
name, wishing to be known 
only as “A Parish Priest, Mary- 
land.” Yet he is bold enough to 
tangle with a Doctor of the 
Church and tell the world that 
the Saint’s effusions in his Sta- 
tions are meaningless exagger- 
ations, Protestant-sounding and, 
yes, even a “fertile source of 
Manichean interpretations.” He 
would therefore welcome the 
aid of all priests who share his 
“wish that something could be 
done to rework or retire the 
Stations of the Cross ascribed 
to St. Alphonsus.” 

Quite a damning picture of 
an approved and time-tested 
devotion! The Sacred Congrega- 
tion of Rites must have been 
sadly remiss in their examina- 
tion of the Saint’s writings be- 
fore his canonization, for the 
Stations which bear his name 
are in fact his composition. I 
hope the writer of this letter is 
as willing to consider a few 
comments as he is lavish with 
his strictures. 

The passage in the Stations 


A frequent contributor to this 
periodical, Fr. Gounley is director 


_of the San Alfonso Retreat House, 


Long Branch, N.J. 
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which seems to disturb our 
critic the most is this: “Give me 
strength sufficient to conquer 
. . . all my wicked passions.” 
And he voices his disturbance 
quite melodramatically: “What 
a fertile source of Manichean 
interpretations lurks in this 
phrase: ‘give me strength to 
conquer ... all my wicked pas- 
sions.’ Are the passions wicked? 
Ask a psychiatrist how many 
neuroses flow from the un- 
Christian idea that wrath, for 
instance, is a sinful and ignoble 
passion.” 

In answer it need merely be 
noted that the writer is quoting 
out of context. If you put that 
phrase into its proper context 
— namely, add the qualifying 
clause which follows it, i.e. 
‘which have led me to despise 
Thy friendship,” its correctness 
cannot be questioned. 

“Are the passions wicked,” 
asks our critic. Ontologically 
they are good; morally they are 
indifferent and derive their 
morality from what they lead 
us into. If then a passion has led 
me into sin, I violate no rule 
whether of grammar, logic or 
theology when I label that pas- 
sion “wicked.” What fault, then, 
can be found with St. Alphon- 
sus when he leads me to pray 
for “strength sufficient to con- 
quer all my wicked passions 
which have led me to despise 
Thy friendship”? 

And to reassure our good 
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“Parish Priest” I would add 
that in 42 years of priestly work 
I have yet to meet the first 
user of the Stations of St. Al- 
phonsus who has drawn any 
Manichean conclusions from the 
passage in question or has suc- 
cumbed to a neurosis from mak- 
ing his own that little prayer of 
St. Alphonsus. Furthermore, 
our critic in setting up his psy- 
chiatric bogey is unhappy in 
the choice of wrath as his ex- 
ample. If there is one story in 
the Gospels with which the 
average parishioner is familiar, 
it is the story of Christ’s wrath 
over the buyers and sellers in 
the Temple. Surely the example 
of the wrath of Christ would 
serve as an antidote should an 
antidote be needed. 


Detachment 
Another of our ‘Parish 
Priest’s” rhetorical questions: 


“Shall we ask the father of six 
children to pray ‘help me to 
strip myself of all affection to 
things of earth’?” 

Most certainly we should. It 
is our duty as priests to instill 
into the hearts of the faithful, 
by word and example, true 
Christian detachment “‘to things 
of earth” and help them to fix 
their affections upon God and 
the things of God and eternity. 
How else help them, as it is our 
duty, to find what the Church 
so insistently prays for, “that 
peace which the world cannot 
give”? The more children a fa- 
ther has, the more does he need 
to learn that lesson. 
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Yet another question from: 
our critic: “What meaning can) 
an average parishioner take} 
from this remark: ‘I will die) 
for the love of Thee and to 
please Thee’?” 


That depends upon how well! 
our average parishioner has 
been instructed. I would judge; 
from another question of our 
critic — ‘Does the Mystical 
Body have so little to do with 
the Passion of Christ’s physical 
Body?” — that he is enamored 
of the doctrine of the Mystical 
Body and preaches it to his peo- 
ple. If Iam correct in that judg- 
ment, it is hard to understand 
why he boggles over the prayer 
“TI will die for the love of The 
and to please Thee.” Surely h 
must often have reminded his 
parishioners of their oneness 
with Christ in their participa- 
tion in the Mass, of their one- 
ness with Him not only as Of- 
ferer but also as the Victim of- 
fered. Then he must also hav 
taught them that a most salu- 
tary part of their offering o 
themselves is the loving accep- 
tance of their death when an 
where and howsoever it may 
come. 


And he must have warme 
their hearts with the assurance: 
that if they form the habit of 
repeating sincerely that accep- 
tance at every Mass in which 
they participate, they may con- 
fidently look forward to their 
death, united and merged with 
the death of Christ, as the cli- 
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max of their love for God as 
Christ’s death was the climax of 
His love for the Father. And 
he must have pointed out to 
them the sublime meaning their 
death, lovingly so accepted, will 
have by reason of the fact that 
it will thus become an oppor- 
tunity for Christ again, but 
now in and with and through 
them, to accept and offer up to 
His Heavenly Father the death 
He accepted and offered up 
physically on Calvary.—That’s 
a lot of meaning that can be 
gotten from that one little sen- 
tence. 


Private Prayer 


The most disturbing part of 
our ‘Parish Priest’s’” letter is 
the following: “The prayers are 
amazingly individualistic, self- 
centered, and Protestant-sound- 
ing. Not once is there a refer- 
ence to one’s neighbor, nor to 
the practical love for others 
which is the proof of love for 
Christ. Does the Mystical Body 
really have so little to do with 
the Passion of Christ’s physical 
Body? Again, there occur over 
and over again such possessive 
phrases as My Jesus, my Be- 
loved Redeemer, Jesus my love. 
... Is this a fitting and instruc- 
tive way for public worship to 
voice itself?” 

First of all, the Stations of 
the Cross are not a form of 
public worship or of public 
prayer “in the name of the 
Church.” They are a form of 
personal and private prayer. In 
fact they are a form of the most 
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personal prayer possible, name- 
ly, mental prayer. Vocal prayers 
are not at all an essential part 
of the Stations. All that is re- 
quired to make the Stations and 
gain the indulgences attached 
to them, is that one meditate 
before each Station on the Pas- 
sion and Death of Our Divine 
Savior. To assist the faithful in 
their meditation while making 
the Stations, various authors 
have composed and presented 
to the public, with the proper 
ecclesiastical approval, reflec- 
tions which in their opinion are 
appropriate to each Station, to- 
gether with affections to make 
more fruitful such meditation. 
The fact that these reflections 
and affections are voiced in 
public does not make them 
public prayers or, as our critic 
calls them, ‘‘public worship.” 

Yet these prayers, though in- 
timately personal, are not “in- 
dividualistic’” or in any sense 
“Protestant.” They are not di- 
vorced from the Mystical Body 
as our ‘‘Parish Priest’? seems to 
think. Pius XII, in his encycli- 
cal Mystici Corporis, assures us 
of that: ‘No prayer, even the 
most private, lacks its own dig- 
nity and power, and all prayer 
is immensely helpful to the 
Mystical Body.” 

The Mind of Pius XII 

Unless “reworked” our “Par- 
ish Priest’? would have the Sta- 
tions of St. Alphonsus “retired” 
because his prayers are ‘“indi- 


vidualistic, self-centered and 
Protestant - sounding.’ Pope 
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Pius XII would not have agreed 
with him in that. For the Pon- 
tiff no prayer could be too inti- 
mately personal or even too 
possessive, for according to him: 
“The Divine Redeemer main- 
tains closest union not only with 
His Church, which is His loved 
Spouse, but also with each and 
every faithful soul in it, and He 
longs to speak with them heart 
to heart.” 

Judging from our “Parish 
Priest’s” plaint: ““Does the Mys- 
tical Body really have so little 
to do with the Passion of His 
physical Body?” and also from 
the whole tone of his letter, one 
must presume that the kind of 
“reworking” that he would re- 
quire to save the Stations of 
St. Alphonsus from being “re- 
tired,” is that they be recast 
in the mold of liturgical wor- 
ship. Apropos of that, our critic 
might well ponder the follow- 
ing passage, among others, of 
Mediator Dei: 

“There are other exercises of 
piety which although not strict- 
ly belonging to the sacred Lit- 
urgy are, nevertheless, of spe- 
cial import and dignity, and 
may be considered in a certain 
way to be an addition to the 
liturgical cult: they have been 
approved and praised over and 
over again by the Apostolic See 


and by the Bishops. Among 
these are ... Stations of the 
ea 


To successfully discipline boys, you must start at the bot- 


tom.—Oregon Jesuit. 
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Cross. These devotions make us 
partakers in a salutary manner 
of the liturgical cult because 
they urge the faithful to go fre- | 
quently to the Sacrament of | 
Penance and receive Holy Com- 
munion with devotion, and, as 
well, encourage them to medi- 
tate on the mysteries of our 
Redemption and imitate the 
lives of the saints. Hence he) 
would do something very wrong | 
and dangerous who would dare | 
to take upon himself to reform 
these exercises of piety and re- 
duce them completely to the 
methods and norms of liturgi- 
cal rites.’ (Emphasis added) 

And in connection with this, 
a statement of the noted Do- 
minican, Garrigou-Lagrange, is 
very pertinent: “There is a 
need for intimate prayer, with- 
out which it is impossible to 
have a spirit of prayer. When 
this spirit of prayer is absent, 
liturgical prayer sometimes de- 
generates into religious aesthet- 
icism.” (The Priesthood and 
Perfection) 

I feel sure that if our critic) 
would at times use the Stations 
of St. Alphonsus as subject mat- 
ter for his daily meditations, he 
would take more kindly to) 
them. And if he would then use} 
them as the text for a course: 
of sermons, he would earn the: 
undying gratitude of his parish- 
ioners. 


> 


} 
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Doorbell’: 


Over 1000 Converts 


—and 61,038 Catholics 
discovered 


Ou a Sunday afternoon last 

fall the people of Oregon 
and Idaho witnessed the most 
impressive exhibition of Catho- 
lic action ever staged in the 
Northwest. A mighty army of 


13,118 Catholic men and wo-. 


men, working in pairs, began 
the gigantic task of calling at 
360,969 homes. Courteous and 
polite, they continued their re- 
ligious census-taking for a 
week, making as many back 
calls as were necessary to con- 
tact the families in their as- 
signed areas. 

At the end of a week of 
strenuous shoe-leather aposto- 
late the canvassers reported 
that they had contacted the 
in all the 360,969 
homes. Of these, they found 
301,050 to be non-Catholic and 
59,919 to be Catholic. In the 
Portland archdiocese alone they 
visited 242,852 homes, of which 
42,400 were Catholic. On the 
basis of the national average of 
4.4 members per Catholic fam- 
ily, the archdiocese was found 
to have a population of 186,560 
instead of the previously listed 
125,522—61,038 more than pas- 
tors or parishioners had realiz- 
ed! 

What a magnificent and 
thrilling discovery! How grati- 
fying to secure a complete in- 
ventory, so a pastor can really 
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know who belongs to his flock 
and where they reside! Only 
thus can a shepherd properly 
care for his sheep. 

The canvassers unearthed 
11,087 families, in which at least 
one member was inactive or 
fallenaway. These are the ones 
which every zealous pastor 
wishes particularly to locate. 
Now he will be able to make a 
beaten path to their doors, 
seeking to reactivate the inac- 
tive and reclaim the lapsed. 
Helping him in this urgent task 
will be the members of that 
most apostolic lay organization 
in the Church — the Legion of 
Mary. 

Already 386 of these straying 
or strayed sheep have been 
brought back to the fold, and 
all-out efforts are being made 
to reclaim the others. Open 
Houses attracted 2,796, and 
1,001 non-Catholics are attend- 
ing parish Information Classes 
—401 in Portland and 600 in 
parishes outside: the largest 
number in the history of the 
archdiocese! 

Sowing the Seed 

In the missionary diocese of 
Baker 1,724 canvassers called at 
30,169 homes, of which 5,053 
were found to be Catholic, and 
25,116 non-Catholic. Open 
Houses held in 28 parishes at- 
tracted 496 people, and an In- 


A new approach... 
... to a modern need 


ADVANCED COURSE 


FOR 
| 
| 


ADVANCED COURSE FOR 4. complete years of | 
Catholic Living | religious instruction for | 


Catholic students in 


public high schools 


Memo Fages 


prepared by Sisters, 
Mission Helpers of the 
Sacred Heart 


ADVANCED COURSE FOR CATHOLIC LIVING 


At a glance — 


Book 1 (ist year) Book 3 (3rd year) 


Man as an individual in his Man’‘s moral code 
relation to God 


Book 4 (4th year) 


Book 2 (2nd year) Man — a Catholic leader 


Man in society in his relation 
to God 


“Catholic Living” looks to the future 


For the majority of students this course will be their final formal 
religious instruction. The “Advanced Course for Catholic Liv- 
ing” helps the students to meet the challenge of the very secular 
world of their futures. It stimulates Catholic thought, deepens 
Catholic convictions and establishes with more certainty Catholic 
principles for living in the students. 
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For the Teacher 


The key to this unique instruction series is the “Teacher’s Man- 
ual” for each of the four years of high school. This manual is 
divided into Instructional Units, Lesson Outlines, Sample Les- 
sons and Bibliographies. Suggestions for presentation. discus- 
sion and problem solving are given along with additional source 
material. Here are the newest and most successful instruction 
techniques. 


For the Student 


The “Students’ Text Memo Pages” are a novel and practical in- 
struction manual. The “memo pages” contain lesson outlines (par- 
alleling the Teacher’s Manual) and blank pages for class notes. 
Students’ Text Memo Pages are flexible and challenging. They en- 
courage student discussion and creative activity. 
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CERI UME aee ee ees 20%o: 40°$50.002.-. 2 See 30% 
Bm 520.00). st cet 2596 “over, $00.001._ 2 ee - 85% 


Postpaid in U. S. and Possessions. Canada and foreign postage add'l. 
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formation Class is now being 
conducted in every parish. Can- 
vassers unearthed 1,333 families 
in which at least one member is 
inactive. 


In Idaho 3,400 canvassers 
called at 87,948 homes; of these 
57,644 were found to be affili- 
ated with non-Catholic Church- 
es, 17,838 churchless, and 12,466 
Catholic. They located 5,980 in- 
active Catholics, and earnest ef- 
forts are being made by pastors 
and parishioners to bring these 
back to the sacraments. 

The seed for many convers- 
ions in Oregon and Idaho was 
sown through the judicious 
distribution of 36,966 copies of 
Finding Christ’s Church among 
interested non-Catholics, while 
careless and inactive Catholics 
were helped to return to a more 
faithful practice of their reli- 
gion by the 26,699 copies of 
Come Back Home placed in 
their hands. The canvassers 
were assisted in their apostolic 
work by the 3,586 copies of the 
pocket book Winning Converts 
apportioned among them. These 
copies will also be used in the 
parish Confraternity of Chris- 
tian Doctrine study clubs to 
provide each parish with a con- 
tinuous stream of workers for 
the convert apostolate. 


Especially prepared to enable 
the canvassers to make their 
visits yield the maximum fruit, 
the two pamphlets remain as 
missionaries in the homes long 
after the callers have departed. 
There they will be read in si- 
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lence time after time. Replete 


with charts, Finding Christ’s 
Church presents to the sincere 


truth seeker the blinding evi- | 


dence of the divine origin and 
authority of the Catholic 
Church, stamping her as the one 
true Church of Christ. On the 
rear cover is a self-addressed 
post card which he can send to 


the Confraternity Home Study | 


Service in St. Louis for free in- 
struction by mail. 


enroll 
course. 

Come Back Home speaks to 
the conscience of the careless 
Catholic, pleading with him to 
return to his Father’s House, 
where Christ with arms extend- 
ed is waiting to welcome him. 


It helps him to see that his Ca- | 


tholic faith is his greatest treas- 
ure and the loss of it is life’s 
supreme tragedy. Time does not 
permit the lay canvassers to 
make such a lengthy oral ap- 


peal, but they make it vicari- — 
little | 


ously through 
pamphlet. 


A Superb Job 


The bishops were unanimous 
in acclaiming the fruitfulness 
of the census and in praising 
their priests and lay workers 
for the superb job they did. “It 
was an excellent piece of work,” 
remarked Archbishop Howard, 
“yielding a precious harvest of 
converts and reclaimed fallen- 
aways. It has created an aposto- 
lic spirit among the laity, mak- 
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Hundreds, | 
who are not yet ready to come | 
to the parish Information Class, | 
in the correspondence 


‘DOORBELL’: OVER 1,000 CONVERTS 


ing them realize that they have 
an important role to play in 
spreading the faith among their 
non-Catholic friends and neigh- 
bors.” 


“It has taught the laity,” ob- 
served Bishop Leipzig, “that 
they must participate actively 
in the apostolate of their bish- 
ops and priests, and not stand 
on the side lines. Our mission- 
ary diocese will derive great 
benefits from their apostoiate 
for years to come.” 


“Because of the affable ap- 
proach of the 1,700 teams of 
canvassers,”’ pointed out Bishop 
Byrne, “the census did much to 
lessen prejudice on the part of 
non-Catholics. The program 
produced a new enthusiasm in 
our Catholic people and a new 
understanding of their duty of 
being witnesses for Christ and 
His Apostles in their lay world. 
For the first time in their lives 
thousands of our Catholic 
Idahoans have had a taste of 
what it means to be an apostle 
of Christ.” 


“It was a pleasant surprise,” 
said Father Martin Thielen, 
archdiocesan census director, 
“to discover that Catholics con- 
stitute about 25% of the popu- 
lation of the city of Portland— 
considerably above the national 
average. All parishes found 
more Catholics than they 
thought they had, even those 
which had previously conducted 
door-to-door censuses. Opera- 
tion Doorbell emphasized the 


September / 1959 


importance of visiting by lay 
people to supplement the work 
of the clergy, directing them to 
those who most need their help. 
Forty-five parishes have now 
organized groups of lay visitors; 
they will be of enormous help 
in integrating every Catholic 
into the life of the parish and 
thus prevent any backsliding. 


“It is interesting to note,” he 
continued, “that though there 
are fewer Catholics outside 
Portland, Open Houses in 
small-town and rural parishes 
attracted more non-Catholics 
than those in the city. It reflects 
the greater neighborliness 
among people in small commu- 
nities, who regard such visits as 
important social events. The 
pastors were delighted with the 
results of the census, as it 
opened up many leads for fruit- 
ful follow-up work.” 


Upon receiving from Bishop 
Byrne the report of the Idaho 
census program, Cardinal Ci- 
cognani, Apostolic Delegate, 
sent his hearty congratulations, 
saying: ‘‘The results are indeed 
marvelous and are a tribute to 
Your Excellency and the good 
priests and faithful of the dio- 
cese. Kindly accept my warm- 
est congratulations on this 
great work!” When the reports 
of the other two dioceses were 
completed, His Eminence had 
already left for Rome, but sure- 
ly his congratulations go in 
spirit to the bishops, priests 
and lay canvassers of the other 
two dioceses as well. 
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The Follow-up 


Of crucial importance in ev- 
ery census is the follow-up. If 
the leads opened up are neg- 
lected, parishes will achieve but 
a fragment of the enormous po- 
tential. The strenuous shoe- 
leather apostolate of the can- 
vassers, the thousands of hours 
spent in ringing doorbells and 
in making back calls and the 
myriad pieces of literature so 
discerningly distributed will be 
largely wasted if all-out efforts 
are not put forth to reclaim ev=- 
ery inactive Catholic and win 
every non-Catholic expressing 
interest in the faith. 

Pastors and parishioners must 
work unceasingly to follow up 
every lead. Immortal souls are 
at stake: not one soul must be 
lost through our negligence. 
Here, sad to relate, is where 
not a few campaigns have bog- 
ged down. It is only after the 
canvassers have turned in their 
cards ‘and the pastors have tab- 
ulated the figures, that the all- 
important pay-off work really 
begins: the persistent, unre- 
mitting cultivation of every 
seed until it bears fruit. Only 
then can the infinitely precious 
harvest be gathered into the 
Master’s granary. 

Keenly conscious of this fact 
and determined to realize the 
full potential of the canvassers’ 
shoe-leather apostolate, the 
venerable Archbishop of Port- 
land followed up the census 
program with a Lenten Pastoral 
of singular importance. Entitled 
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The Continuing Parish Census, 
the Pastoral not only appeals for 
100% follow-up but also speci- | 
fies the fields in which that is 
to be done by priests and pa- 
rishioners. It is a magnificent 
document, appropriate and 
timely, that might well serve as} 
a model for every diocese in 
which a Catholic Census and) 
Information Program has been 
conducted. 


| 
“Our recent diocesan-wide} 
census taking,” says the Pastor- 
al, “produced excellent results 
... Among the ‘follow-up’ work 
which should be a part of the 
continuous census. are: 1. 
Validating marriages. 2. Ar- 
ranging for the baptism of the 
unbaptized and the confirma- 
tion of the ones not yet confirm- } 
ed. 3. Visiting the fallen-away 
Catholics discovered in the cen- 
sus with a view to bringing 
them back to the Church. 4. 
Visiting the homes of children 
not attending the Catholic 
school in order to arrange for. 
their entrance, or at least for 
their attendance at religious in- 
struction classes. 5. Visiting the 
homes of children attending re- 
ligious instruction classes in or- 
der to persuade their parents to 
send them to the Catholic 
school. 6. Visiting those who 
have shown an interest in the 
Church in order to persuade 
them to attend religious instruc- 
tion classes.” 


‘The Weak Members’ 
To this list the archbishop 
adds the following: “the re- 
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peated sympathetic visiting of 
the weak members of the par- 
ish in order to persuade them 
to frequent the sacraments and 
to assist at Mass, the restora- 
tion of peace among those who 
have been at enmity with one 
another, and the bestowal of 
help on those who are in need, 
whether it be spiritual or tem- 
poral. The poor, the widows, 
the orphans, the wards, the sick 
and the aged, all should receive 
special attention.” 

After acknowledging the dif- 
ficulties of keeping a census 
up-to-date because of the 
shifting elements in city par- 
ishes, the Pastoral points out 
that those difficulties can be 
surmounted by parish organiza- 
tion and tireless zeal. The arch- 
bishop concludes his magnifi- 
cent Pastoral with the following 
timely reminder: “The Code of 
Canon Law tells us that parish 
priests are bound by their of- 


fice to know their flocks, pru- - 


dently to correct the erring, 
come to the assistance of the 
poor and unfortunate, and to 
have the greatest care in the 
education of children (Canon 
467). The observance of this 
law will form every priest on 
the model of the Good Shep- 
herd, who on occasion said, ‘T 
am the Good Shepherd; and I 
know my sheep and my sheep 
know me.’” 

If a Pastoral Letter of this 


> 


character were issued in every 
diocese immediately after the 
completion of the canvassing, it 
would drive home to priests and 
lay workers a fact too readily 
forgotten: the campaign has 
only then entered into its cru- 
cial and decisive phase—-the 
follow-up. What good does it do 
to record the names and ad- 
dresses of inactive Catholics and 
of non-Catholics interested in 
the faith, if these persons are 
not immediately contacted by 
the priest if possible, otherwise 
by lay apostles? It’s love’s 
labor lost if this is not done 
with might and main, with 
heart and soul and with a de- 
termination that brooks neither 
failure nor delay. 


By launching Operation 
Doorbell on such a vast scale the 
bishops of Oregon and Idaho 
took a giant stride toward the 
realization of the objective for 
which our recent pontiffs have 
so frequently pleaded: enlist- 
ment of the laity in the convert 
apostolate. 


They were striving likewise 
to realize the ideal proposed by 
the gentle Christ when He said, 
“T am the good shepherd and I 
know mine, and mine know me 
... And other sheep I have that 
are not of this fold: them also I 
must bring, and they shall hear 
my voice, and there shall be one 
fold and one shepherd.” 


coo 


Who would not tremble and rather choose to die than to be 
a baby again, if he were given such a choice? — St. Augustine. 
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The Miracle of Ars | 


HENRI BLANC 


¢ Nite during his lifetime a 

man should be the object 
of a pilgrimage and that the 
crowds should pay him the ven- 
eration usually bestowed on 
relics of Saints, is assuredly a 
rare occurrence,” writes a biog- 
rapher of St. Jean Baptist Vi- 
anney, the Curé d’Ars, patron 
saint of parish priests. 

What was it that attracted so 
many people of every age, con- 
dition or rank, journeying on 
foot or by carriage from all 
parts of the country, to that lit- 
tle town of Ars? What was it? 
A confessional box where an in- 
defatigable priest sat long hours 
every day, aS many as sixteen 
hours during the ten last years 
of his life, raising his absolving 
hand over hundreds of repent- 
ant sinners who had come even 
from beyond the barriers of 
France. 

“The great miracle of the 
Curé d’Ars,” some one said, 
“was the confessional besieged 
day and night.” But the conver- 
sion of so many inveterate sin- 
ners that took place in the con- 
fessional was the greatest mira- 
cle of the humble priest. Sitting 
in the tribunal of Penance un- 
til they were all heard, and 
waiting there for those he knew 
were on their way to the 
church, was the pastoral rule of 
Jean Vianney. 


A native of France, Father Blanc 
is chaplain at St. Genevieve’s Aca- 
demy, Asheville, N.C. 


Confessor extraordinary 


No closing of the doors to 
latecomers. As the long evening 
hours dragged on, no dangling 
of the keys with the sharp re- 
minder: “Now is the time to 
close the church!” Exhausted 


as he was, the holy Curé was | 


yet more concerned over the 
other keys he had in his hands 
as a confessor—the keys of the 
kingdom of heaven with which 
he would open the gates, that 
many more repentant sinners 
might enter there. 

The great motive that in- 
spired all the pastoral duties 
of the Curé of Ars was to glori- 
fy God by saving souls. Mira- 
cles of conversion of souls were 


| 


very much the concern of the | 


priest. In this respect, well did 
the priest remember the words 
of St. Catherine of Sienna: “The 
omnipotence of God is shown 
forth more admirably in the 
conversion of a sinner than in 
the creation of the world.” 


The Young Priest 


When young Vianney was 
sent to Ars as pastor in 1818, 
three years after his ordination 
(August 13, 1815), a large por- 
tion of the hamlet, lost in an 
almost inaccessible hole, was 
far from being a model of piety 
and good morals. A rather hot 
center of iniquity where the 
Devil seemed to have a field 
day, would better describe it. 


Were such moral conditions 
as prevailed, partly due to the 
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enervating climate? An expla- 
nation or speculation on this is 
quite futile, and does not alter 
or condone the distressing real- 
ity that people not only at Ars, 
but in most localities around, 
were known for their feverish 
love of pleasure. With massive 
accumulation of diverse evils 
and moral disorders in many 
places, “yet the most deplorable 
aspect of the situation,” says a 
well informed witness, “was 
simply sheer neglect of reli- 
gious practices.” A sort of pa- 
ganism in action, such was the 
picture. 


Against this corrupt way of 
life, the gentle but energetic 
pastor did not hesitate to let 
loose the thunder of pulpit de- 
nunciations. Missing Mass and 
doing unnecessary work on 
Sundays and holydays was the 
habit and rule of the pagan 
mentality. The young especially 
were addicted to blaspheming. 
Many ‘young women were 
“dance-mad,” indulging in their 
revelries throughout a_ great 
part of the night. All these and 
many other evils but reflected 
the moral atmosphere of most 
homes with the absence of re- 
ligious training and neglect of 
their duties on the part of par- 
ents. With no curb or restraint 
upon children, they were left 
free to do as they pleased. Many 
were not seen at any catechism 
class. Such was the situation at 
Ars when Jean Vianney took 
over. 

The priests who served in the 
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parish before he came, spent 
themselves zealously, untiring- 
ly going after the wandering 
sheep in that moral wilderness, 
but their appointments were of 
short duration. The last of these 
was a young priest who died 
shortly after coming to Ars, 
from overwork and exhaustion. 
Paradoxically, perhaps, it must 
be noted here, according to 
witnesses’ reports, that the ma- 
jority of the people in the 
locality did not harbor any ha- 
tred against a priest and 
were even ready to give him 
material help. 

The Devil Takes A Beating 

Alarming as was the moral 
picture in the town of Ars, yet 
it was not hopeless. No such 
word is found in the dictionary 
of any apostle of Christ and pas- 
tor of souls. The case of Ars, as 
we are told by those on the 
scene when Jean Vianney took 
charge of the parish, was not, 
on the whole, completely void 
of faith, but rather neglectful of 
its practice. In fact, this men- 
tality still prevails in many 
parts of France, where one 
hears it said among some coun- 
try folks and tillers of land: 
“Mon champ d’abord, mon 
église apres.” — “My field first, 
my Church after.” 

And as others say with the 
same down-to-earth mentality: 
“Travailler et manger avant de 
prier.”” — ‘Working and eating 
before praying.” 

With hellish glee, the Devil 
thought that he had taken over 
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at Ars, but not for long as he 
soon found out to his bitter dis- 
comfiture. As he exploited for 
his evil purposes the careless- 
ness and indifference of the 
people, he forgot one thing (as 
he does forget at times and 
proves himself a fool with all 
his cleverness). ‘‘The stupid 
one,” as the Curé d’Ars called 
him, somewhat overlocked the 
flicker of faith in many darken- 
ed souls, which under the apos- 
tolic breath of his enemy now 
entrenched at Ars, would soon 
glow into a brilliant flame. The 
valiant Curé, as we imagine, 
challenged him: “Ah! Grappin,”’ 
as he nicknamed him, “stop 
grappling unwary souls. Your 
field day is over. Begone! I am 
in charge here!” 


The Sacramental Weapon 


The saintly priest was de- 
termined to chase the Devil out 
of the hearts of the people. But 
how? By bringing them back to 
the practice of confession. In- 
deed, he knew so well that the 
greatest blow dealt at souls by 
the Devil was to keep them 
away from confession, and so 
the young Curé lost no time in 
challenging his adversary with 
the most severe counterblow in 
urging people to go to church 
and confess their sins. The long 
hours which he devoted to the 
crushing ministry of the con- 
fessional also gave the priest a 
chance, through direct approach 
to his flock, to instruct them, to 
revive their faith and bring 
them to repentance, 
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The brother of the Mayor of } 


Ars one day asked the Curé 
how many big sinners he had 
converted during the past year. 
“Over seven hundred,” was his 
reply in an accent of profound 
humility and candid truthful- 
ness. In that figure were in- 
cluded many who came from 
towns in the vicinity and dis- 
tant ones as well. 


How account for so many | 
spiritual miracles of Divine 
Grace, since those who went to 
the holy Curé not only return- | 
ed reconciled with God, but be- 
came shining models in virtue? 
The priest incessantly prayed 


for them and did penance for | 


their perseverance. He was 


quoted as saying: “I am only 
content when praying for sin- 
ners.” 


Full of pity and Christlike 
compassion as Jean Vianney 
was toward his “‘poor sinners,” 
yet there could not be found a 
trace of weakness in his atti- 
tude. Detecting immediately the 
weak spot in a soul, or feeling 
the hard core, he always refus- 
ed to absolve unless and until 
the rigid, callous spot dissolved 
and melted away in true re- 
pentance and firm purpose of 
amendment. This demanded 
time, patient, laborious in- 
structing and urging, and it 
explains in part the long hours 
the priest, conscious of his ob- 
ligations, spent in the confes- 
sional. 


“However, once Jean Vian- 
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ney obtained from his penitents 
signs of amendment,” relates 
one of his biographers, “he 
showed himself exceedingly 
gentle in the application of Sac- 
ramental Penance.” 

To one of his confréres who 
discussed the matter with him 
he said: ‘‘Were I to impose se- 
vere penances, I would dis- 
courage my repentant sinners. 
How can I afford to be hard on 
people who come to me from so 
far and make so many sacri- 
fices? I give them a small pen- 
ance and I myself take care of 
the remainder.” Night vigils in 
prayer, fasts, bodily mortifica- 
tions tell the story — something 
for us devoted confessors to 
ponder over! 


Proportionate Penances 


However, in the matter of 
penance or satisfaction to be im- 
posed, the saintly Curé, mindful 
of the double character of pen- 
ance as punishment and cure, 
saw to it that it was in con- 
formity with what had to be 
corrected in the repentant soul, 
and so a proportionate and 
curative expiation was rigidly 
exacted. 

Soon the Devil realized that 


he was defeated. In a paroxysm . 


of rage against his opponent 
who outsmarted him with such 
ability, he resolved to break him 
down physically. He submitted 
him day and night to every form 
of abuse and maltreatment. On 
several occasions, as the Curé 
himself reported with the 
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familiar contemptuous grin ev- 
ery time he referred to the 
Devil, he felt the internal clutch 
trying to strangle him to death 
as he was taking a rest after so 
much pastoral fatigue. The 
“Grappin” even set fire to his 
bed. 


A young missionary priest 
working in the neighborhood 
heard about the pranks of the 
Devil, and immediately came 
upon the scene, telling the Curé 
that everybody spoke about 
these strange happenings as a 
bad joke of the villaninous one. 
Yet, not so sure of what was 
going on, the priest thought it 
best to take with him a police 
escort. “Oh! my friend,’ said 
the Curé, “just another of the 
Devil’s jokes is plain enough. 
He is angry with me, and that 
is a good sign, for we shall see 
more sinners coming to confes- 
sion.” 

Up to this very day, the half- 
burned, charred old bed can be 
seen in what was the modest 
priest’s rectory. On various oc- 
casions, I stood in deep emotion 
before the precious and pic- 
turesque relic, as Ars is not far 
distant from my native town in 
France. 

“The bad joke” of the burned 
bed really backfired in the 
Devil’s face, as he in turn burn- 
ed with rage. He made the re- 
sentful, searing declaration to a 
bitter anti-clerical official in 
those days: “That priest merely 
through the Sacrament of Con- 
fession, has robbed me of near- 
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ly 90,000 souls of sinners and 
sent them to Heaven.” 


Taking it from the Devil who, 
unwisely for his cause, at times 
lets people in on his secrets and 
mortifying failures, how en- 
couraged and comforted we 
should feel as we step into the 
confessional for long hours of 
exhausting ministry, especially 
on Saturday nights. 


Confessional vs. Pulpit 


“A priest is never sure of the 
results of the sermons he 
preaches,” a spiritual writer 
tells us. In fact, an outwardly 
poor sermon may be the very 
one that will convert a sinner 
whom ten eloquent sermons left 
unmoved—even untouched. But 
a devoted, disinterested priest 
who as a kindly physician sits 
in the confessional, not to pour 
out eloquence but to dispense 
in simple language mercy and 
cure, is quite positive of the ef- 
fects of the great healing Sacra- 
ment. Many a soul it has restor- 
ed to a healthy state, lifted 
them from despair into hope, 
from death to life. 


Once the Devil, as reported by 
a parishioner at Ars, said to the 
saintly Curé, in reference to his 
sermons which brought so many 
to repentance: “Why do you 
preach so simply? This makes 
you pass for an ignorant man. 
Why not preach in the big 
style as they do in the cities?” 


+ 
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In such railing remarks or’ 


shafts of derision aimed at some 


members of the clergy-priests 


and bishops—the Devil once. 


more betrayed with burning 
resentment that he had lost the 
battle. He had to bow in shame 
before the virtues and pastoral 
achievements and conquests of 
the saintly priest. 

Surely, well did the wicked 
spirit realize the effects upon 
the people of those clear, direct 
sermons of the holy man. The 
humble Curé knew little if any 
at all of the classic branch of 
oratorical art which at times 
turn the pulpit into a stage and 
the speaker into an actor. He 
had a language and an oratoric- 
al technique of his own, aimed 
not at drawing tears of admira- 
tion, but tears of repentance. 


This is what he was in the pul- | 


pit for, and in this he proved 
himself genuinely eloquent. He 
knew the divine art and secret 
of converting souls. 

And so each of his sermons 


brought more and more people 


to the confessional, there to be 
absolved by the indefatigable 
and compassionable confessor 
and be won back to God. No 
wonder if once 
through a possessed woman, 
God’s archenemy made the fol- 
lowing declaration: “How that 
man makes me suffer! If there 
were three men on earth like 
him, my kingdom would be de- 
stroyed!”’ 


e 
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Active Participation 


The Liturgy 
in Cincinnati 


[HE students for the priest- 
hood at St. Gregory’s Sem- 
inary, Cincinnati, enjoy their 
active participation in the Mass 
every day of the school year. 
The dialog Mass was introduced 
over 30 years ago; the sung 
Mass, ever since the seminary 
opened. During all that span of 
years there has never been a 
“silent” community Mass offer- 
ed at which the students are 
merely mute spectators. In both 
low Masses and sung Masses a 
variety of modes of participa- 
tion have been worked out over 
the years to keep up a lively 
interest in active participation 
and to prevent any monotony 
creeping into this sacred daily 
“routine” of seminary life. 
A. In Low Masses 
1. There is first of all the 
straight dialog Mass in which 
all the students pray aloud in 


unison the responses of the 
acolyte, together with the 
Gloria, Credo, Sanctus, and 


Agnus Dei, plus the Confiteor 
and triple Domine, non sum 
dignus before their Communion. 
Since the publication of the new 
Instruction on Sacred Music and 
the Sacred Liturgy (SRC, 3 
Sept. 1958) they also recite to- 
gether with the celebrant the 
complete Pater noster. This is 
all in Latin. 


Monsignor Sherry is Rector of 
St. Gregory’s Seminary. 
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2. The next method of active 
participation in low Masses is 
to add to the Latin responses 
the singing of the Gelinau 
Psalms or selected hymns, or 
sometimes a mixture of both, in 
the vernacular. Four psalms or 
hymns are sung: one at the be- 
ginning of Mass, which serves as 
an entrance hymn or proces- 
sional as the celebrant goes to 
the altar via the long way from 
the sacristy; the second at the 
offertory; the third during the 
distribution of Holy Commun- 
ion; the fourth after the Last 
Gospel, serves as a recessional 
while the priest returns to the 
sacristy the long way. 

3. To add further variety to 
active participation in low 
Masses, on Sundays and on 
some minor feastdays a “Missa 
cum aliqua solemnitate” is of- 
fered. Four candles are lit in- 
stead of two; two acolytes are 
used instead of one; two extra 
candle-bearers come out at the 
Sanctus and remain until after 
the Communion; the prayers 
after Mass are omitted. And 
either the Gelinau Psalms or 
hymns that fit the liturgical 
season are sung in the vernacu- 
lar. 

Thus we have: 

a. The straight dialog Mass 
all in Latin; 


b. The dialog Mass_ with 
Gelinau Psalms (in the ver- 
nacular) ; 
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c. The dialog Mass with se- 
lected seasonal hymns; 
d. The dialog Mass with a 


combination of psalms and 
hymns; 
e. The dialog Mass “cum 


aliqua solemnitate.” 
B. In Sung Masses 


1. In sung Masses we also 
have a welcome variation in 
ceremonies, songs, and prayers. 
On all feasts of double major or 
double second-class rank, we 
have a sung community Mass, 
beginning with a short proces- 
sional which is always the In- 
troit of the Mass, sung by the 
entire student body. A vernacu- 
lar recessional hymn follows 
the Mass. The students recite 
aloud together the triple Do- 
mine, non sum dignus before 
their Communion. 


2. On Sundays and holydays 
of obligation there are always 
two morning Masses — the first 
a dialog Mass, the second a sung 
Mass, which occasionally is a 
Solemn Mass. Before the Sun- 
day High Mass a more solemn 
procession takes place, the As- 
perges is sung, and incense is 
used by special privilege just as 
in a Solemn Mass. This makes 
the Sunday High Mass stand 
out above all the weekday sung 
Masses. 

3. The First Thursday, First 
Friday, and First Saturday of 
each month are observed by a 
sung votive Mass of Christ the 
Eternal Priest, the Sacred Heart 
of Jesus, and the Immaculate 
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Heart of Mary, whenever the 
rubrics permit—but there is al- 
ways a sung Mass to give spec- 


ial liturgical recognition to 


these days. 


Requiem Masses are a rarity 
—about eight or nine times a 
year. When they occur, the en- 
tire student body sings all the 
parts which belong to the peo- 
ple, including the Dies 
sequence. A few times a year a 
Pontifical Mass is said or sung 
with full student participation. 
All these various modes or 
forms of Sung Masses are ren- 
dered in Gregorian Chant. 


C. Polyphonic Choir, Chanters, 
and Processions 


1. The chanters sing the 
Gradual, Tract and/or Alleluia 
verses every Sunday. The 
polyphonic choir occasionally 
sings figured music. 
three times a year the entire 
student body sings a complete 
Mass in polyphonic style. Last 
year on Deceinber 8 for the feast 


Two or) 
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/ 
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of the Immaculate Conception, | 


the Missa Choralis by Licinio 
Refice was sung by all the stu- 
dents. The same Mass was re- 
peated for the Mass of Exposi- 
tion of Forty Hours Devotion. 
This Mass was recorded on tape 
and drew favorable criticism 
from specialists in church mu- 
sic. 

2. All the liturgical proces- 
sions, prescribed or permitted 
by the rubrics, are carried out 
exactly and completely with all 
the students singing the chants 
in Gregorian melody. The Can- 
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» dlemas procession on the feast 

of the Purification of the Bless- 
» ed Virgin Mary, the processions 
. of the Greater or Lesser Lita- 
' nies, the processions at the 

opening and close of Forty 
' Hours Devotion, are held either 
. indoors, winding through the 
, spacious seminary corridors or, 

weather permitting, outdoors. 

Sung Vespers and Benediction 
are also a regular feature of our 
_ Sunday religious services. 
| 3. Thus we have an interest- 
_ ing variety of sung Masses: 

a. The straight unadorned 
sung Mass with a vernacular 
hymn immediately following; 

b. The sung Mass, with As- 
perges and incensation; 

c. The solemn Mass, 

_ deacon and subdeason; 

d. Sung votive and requiem 

_ Masses. 

e. Pontifical Masses, low or 
high, but always with singing 
and full participation of the en- 
tire student body. 

We do not have more solemn 
Masses because we have no dea- 
cons or subdeacons in the minor 
seminary, and the reverend 
professors are frequently en- 
gaged with parish Masses out- 
side the seminary. 


D. How It Is Accomplished 


1. St. Gregory’s is a six-year 
minor seminary, teaching four 
years of high school and two 
years of college. When the stu- 
dents first come to the seminary 
in almost any of the six years 
(but usually in the first year of 
high school or the first year of 
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college), they know very little 
about Gregorian Chant, much 
less about polyphonic music and 
singing. It is not long, however, 
before the daily instruction and 
practice in church music and 
singing makes them willing and 
eager participants with the 
other trained students of for- 
mer years. The singing of popu- 
lar religious songs, not only in 
liturgical services but also in 
private devotions and pious ex- 
ercises, in house celebrations, 
popular concerts, student enter- 
tainments, at orientation and 
graduation exercises and the 
like, helps to make singing a 
joyous, welcome part of every- 
day life in the seminary. 


2. Thorough, methodical in- 
struction and training in the 
Church’s liturgy in religion 
classes, in talks by the Rector 
and the Spiritual Director, ac- 
quaint the students with the 
spirit and the letter, the inner 
meaning and significance of all 
these outward and external 
manifestations of the worship 
of God. All students own a daily 
Missal in both Latin and Eng- 
lish. They are frequently en- 
couraged to read over the next 
morning’s Mass the night be- 
fore so they can participate 
with better understanding and 
conscious realization of the 
sublime sacrifice they are priv- 
ileged to offer. The whole 
week’s program of Masses is 
posted on bulletin boards so the 
students will know well in ad- 
vance just what variety of 
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modes and methods of offering 
the Holy Sacrifice will be used 
from one Lord’s Day to the 
next. 

3. The interest of all the 
students in good music and 
singing, both sacred and pro- 
fane, both liturgical and popu- 
lar, is strengthened and en- 
hanced by membership in Rec- 
ord Clubs in the high school 
and college departments. Here 
the students may listen to the 
recording of the best in the field 
of classical and semi-classical 
music. They also have control- 
led access to good radio and TV 
programs. The Seminary Glee 
Club, to which it is a privilege 
to belong, sings special num- 
bers in harmony from time to 
time at various student convo- 
cations. Thus a taste for good 


& 


< 


music and singing is fostered 
and flourishes at St. Gregory’s. 


The greatest credit for his, 
happy state of affairs belongs 
undoubtedly to Father Law- 
rence Mick, the dedicated or- 
ganist and director of all music 
and singing in the seminary. 
He is a graduate of the Ponti- | 
fical Institute of Sacred Music, 
Rome, where he obtained the 
degree of Lectorate in Gregor- | 
ian Chant with high honors. He | 
combines personal knowledge, 
zeal, patience, and perseverance 
with loyalty and devotion to the 
letter and spirit of the wise 
provisions and clear directions 
contained in the papal docu- 
ments on Sacred Music and the 
Sacred Liturgy. The results 
speak for themselves. 


+ 


| 


+ 


Bringing Up Elizabeth 


Sister Elizabeth Kenny, the famed Irish-Australian nurse, 
was once asked by a friend how she managed to stay so con- 
stantly cheerful, no matter what the provocation was. 

Said a friend: “I suppose you were just born calm and 


smiling.” 


“Oh, no,” laughed Sister Kenny. “As a girl my temper 
often got out of bounds. But one day when I became angry 
at a friend over some trivial matter, my mother gave me 
advice that I stored in my mind and have called upon for 


guidance ever since. 


“Mother told me, ‘Elizabeth, anyone who angers you con- 
quers you.’” — The Irish Digest. 
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The Liturgy and Rubrics 


Questions and replies 


a regard to Canon 734, I un- 

derstand that “If there is 
danger of the holy oils giving 
out, more olive oil which has 
not been blessed may be added 
even repeatedly, but always in 
a quantity less than the holy 
oils.” Suppose a priest adds a 
small amount one week and 
then a week later adds another 
small amount without having 
used the holy oils in the mean- 
time, and this combined amount 
would be more than the original 
amount. Would this be seriously 
wrong? Or could one argue that 
as soon as the first addition is 
made the entire quantity be- 
comes sacred and that after an 
interval of some days more 
could be added even though the 
oils had not been used in the 
meantime? 

Father Ayrinhac in his ‘“Leg- 
islation on the Sacraments in 
the New Code of Canon Law” 
remarks that “Should the sup- 
ply of holy oils threaten to give 
out, unblessed olive oil may be 
added, only in a smaller quan- 
tity; this may be _ repeated 
whenever needed.” 

In Vermeersch-Creusen we 
read: “Applicatur regula haec: 
pars major trahit ad se minor- 
em. Unde postquam minore 
quantitate oleum non benedic~ 
tum benedicto est additum, tota 
massa est benedicta. Quare sae- 
pius hujusmodi additio fieri 
potest, salva massae benedic- 
tione.” 


WALTER J. SCHMITZ, S.S., S.T.D. 


Thus we have the reflections 
and comments of two reputable 
canonists. Prudence and good 
judgment must be used in the 
exercise of this privilege, which 
privilege should be used 
only under unusual circum- 
stances and not as an everyday 
device. 


‘MISSA PRO POPULO’ TRANSFER 

The feast of the Annuncia- 
tion occurred in Holy Week this 
year and was transferred to 
April 6. Is the Kenedy Ordo 
correct in stating that the “Mis- 
sa Pro Populo” obliges nonethe- 
less on March 25? Some calen- 
dars indicate that the “Pro 
Populo” Mass is not called for 
because of the transfer of the 
feast. My impression or feeling 
is that the obligation ceases be- 
cause of the transfer. 

“If, on the occasion, not only 
the Mass and Office of an im- 
peded feast, but also the obli- 
gations of assisting at Mass and 
abstaining from servile work be 
transferred to another date, the 
Missa pro populo is to be said 
on this second date; but if the © 
liturgical celebration alone of 
the feast is transferred, the 
Mass is to be applied on the date 
of the feast, e.g., if the feast of 
the Annunciation fell on Maun- 
dy Thursday the Missa pro 
populo would be said on that 
day and would fulfill the two- 
fold obligation .. . If the An- 
nunciation occurs on Good Fri- 
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day, as Mass may not be cele- 
brated on that day, the obliga- 
tion of the Missa pro populo 
ceases on that occasion.” 
(O’Connell, The Celebration of 
Mass) 


DOMESTIC PRELATE ON 
CEREMONIES 


Is it proper for a Domestic 
Prelate to serve as Deacon or 
Subdeacon at a Solemn Mass? 

Domestic Prelates are often 
on ceremonies at Pontifical 
Masses. According to the auth- 
ors there is no prohibition 
stating that they may not act 
as deacon or subdeacon at a 
Solemn Mass. In many places it 
is not customary for them to do 
so and so we suggest that local 
custom be followed or the 
wishes of the Ordinary be re- 
spected in this regard. 


STATIONS OF THE CROSS 


One of the crosses on the out- 
ward way of the cross in our 
cemetery has been destroyed. Is 
the indulgence lost as a result 
of this and must they be bless- 
ed again? 

“If seven of the crosses are 
destroyed or removed, simul- 
taneously or successively, the 
Stations have been morally 
changed. One or the other cross 
can be substituted without a 
new blessing. 

“A change in the order of the 
crosses or a change of the posi- 
tion in the same church, in the 
same place, is permissible.” 
(Pastoral Companion) 
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CREDO AT Mass 


During the week after Lo 
Sunday the Ordo said, “Mass of 
the Sunday had a Credo.” Wha 
about the Mass said during th 
week: did it have the Credo o 
not? 

A ferial Mass, even though i 
is the Mass of the previous Sun 
day, does not admit a Credo o 
a Gloria. However, this rule doe 
not hold in the days followin 
Pentecost and Easter, sinc 
these are octave days and both 
the Gloria and Credo are recit- 
ed. 


COMMEMORATION DIFFICULTY 


In our diocese we have an 
imperata pro re gravi. On Janu-' 
ary 18 and 25, which this year} 
coincided with the Sunday, was} 
it correct to drop the commem-| 
oration of St. Paul on the 18th 
and that of St. Peter on the 
25th? That is what I did at my 
read or low Mass. If there had 
been a High Mass on that Sun- 
day both orations should have 
been dropped, I presume. Am I 
right? 

At the low Mass of our in- 
quirer the commemoration of 
St. Peter and St. Paul should 
have been made, even though 
there was another commemora- 
tion, the imperata. SS. Peter 
and Paul are considered as an 
“inseparable” commemoration 
and the one is always made im- 
mediately after that to which 
it is joined, as if they made a 
quid unum. However, he: was 
correct in his presumption that 
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these commemorations would 
not have been made at the sung 
Mass on that particular Sunday. 

'But the commemoration, im- 
perata pro re gravi, would have 
been made even at the sung 
Mass. 


2. Presuming that the 18th 


and 25th fell on a weekday, 


would either commemoration 


‘be dropped in a High Mass to 


| 


comply with the regulation of 
no commemorations in a High 
Mass except one of the “five 


_im~perative ones” or an imperata 


pro re gravi? 

The same rule applies and 
hence they would not be com- 
memorated at a sung Mass. 
However, the imperata pro re 
gravi would be sung at the 
High Mass. 


3. In the Kenedy Ordo I no- 
ticed for June 30 in the Diocese 
of Pittsburgh that the commem- 
oration of St. Peter is to be 
made despite the fact that it is 
a double of the first class for 
the diocese, the Patron of the 
Cathedral. I believe the rule is 
that doubles of the first class do 
not admit of commemorations. 

The solution given above still 
holds that these two feasts are 
to be considered as one, as an 
inseparable commemoration. 


ROGATION DAY PROCESSION 


Is there any serious obligation 
of having the procession and 


» 
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litany on the Rogation Days in 
@ parish church, especially if 
there is some difficulty about 
doing it properly? 


The procession and litanies 
are highly recommended for 
the Rogation Days, but where 
there is serious difficulty in 
carrying these ceremonies out 
properly, we surmise that they 
can be omitted. Mueller-Ellis 
in their Handbook of Ceremon- 
ies in the section on Rogation 
Days give the regulations to be 
followed “if there is no pro- 
cession.” 

Father Barry in Matters 
Liturgical remarks that “where 
the Rogation Procession is cus- 
tomary on this day, neither the 
pastor nor anyone else can 
abolish the custom without the 
permission of the local Ordin- 
ary.” 


BOWING AT HOLY NAME 


Does the celebrant bow his 
head when pronouncing the ' 
Holy Name during the Leonine 
Prayers and the Divine Praises? 

Mueller-Ellis direct that only 
those who are standing bow at 
the Holy Name of Jesus occur- 
ring during an oration but not 
those who are kneeling. From 
this we conclude that the cele- 
brant does not bow at the Holy 
Name either when reciting the 
prayers after Mass or the Di- 
vine Praises. 


. 
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The Code of Canon iin 


V. REV. PAUL R. COYLE, J.C.D. 


HAT is the relationship of 
irregularities and suspen- 
sions? 

For the safeguarding of her 
laws, the Church has by virtue 
of her coercive power institut- 
ed the canonical sanction of 
suspension, whose purpose is 
either to repair the scandal 
given by the delinquent cleric 
or to bring about his amend- 
ment and to deter others from 
following his example. But the 
suspension thus established did 
not always prove effective 
enough to prevent a cleric 
laboring under it from exercis- 
ing those sacred functions 
which the penalty forbade. 
Thus the sacred ministry was 
very often degraded and pro- 
faned by unworthy clerics. 
Consequently, to impress upon 
all clerics the seriousness of a 
suspension and to protect the 
honor of the sacred ministry 
and to secure respect for her 
sacred ministers and the dig- 
nity of divine worship, the 
Church threatened and contin- 
ued to threaten an irregularity 
on all clerics who deliberately 
violate the -suspension they 
have incurred. i 

In effect the irregularity for- 
bids the reception of orders 
and their exercise. This, how- 
ever, is not to be considered 
strictly a penalty, even though 
it has been incurred for the vio- 
lation of a suspension, because 
the penal element of the irregu- 
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| 
larity is not primarily intended} 
by the Church but only sec- 
ondarily and concomitantly. 
The primary intent, as stated 
above, is to safeguard the sac- 
red ministry from profanation. 


To contract an irregularity 
the violation of the suspension 
must constitute a gravely sin- 
ful and external act, either 
public or occult, in the sense 
that, although no one witnesses 
the violation of the suspension, 
still it could have been seen. 
The fact of its perceptivity is 
sufficient to bring about the | 
impediment. It is the common 
opinion of eminent theologians. 
that clerics in sacred orders who 
violate a suspension commit a 
sin ex genere suo mortale, be- 
cause they contemn a_ grave 
precept of the Church. The 
phrase ex genere suo mortale 
connotes the possibility of par- 
vitas materiae. But the prin- 
cipal factor must always be re- 
membered — namely, that the 
irregularity is incurred only 
when the suspension is violat- 
ed intentionally and malicious- 
ly. 


A cleric suspended a divinis 
would sin venially and hence 
would not incur an irregularity 
ex delicto if he exercised mere- 
ly a minor order. Likewise the 
deacon would be excused from 
an irregularity, who would sing 
the Dominus vobiscum in choir. 


Furthermore, when 
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988 declares that ignorance of 
the irregularity ex delicto does 
not excuse from its effects, this 
refers to ignorance of the ir- 
regularity itself as _ resulting 
from the violation of the sus- 
pension, and not to the ignor- 
ance of the effects of a certain 
suspension. Thus if a cleric ex- 
ercises the functions of his sus- 
pended orders, knowing that he 
thereby violates his suspension 
in a serious matter, but is ig- 
norant of the fact that this vio- 
lation entails irregularity, he 
nevertheless becomes subject to 
nbs 

If, on the other hand, a cleric 
is ignorant of the effects of the 
suspension, as, for example, 
when he is ignorant of the fact 
that the ministrations which he 
performs really constitute a 
solemn act of orders and thus 
violate the prohibition of the 
suspension, then he would be 
excused from the irregularity, 
because whatever culpability 
may have attached to his exer- 
cise of legally prohibited acts, 
it was not of sufficient gravity 
to make him guilty of a mortal 
sin. 

Physical Force 

If one is physically forced to 
violate his suspension, he would 
not be guilty of a crime and 
consequently would not incur 
an irregularity. The one who 
forces another to violate the 
suspension would, however, be- 
come subject to the irregulari- 
ty, provided that he himself is 
a cleric, unless circumstances 
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were such that he too was not 
responsible for his deed. The 
one forced in this manner, even 
though he inwardly consents to 
the act, is nevertheless excused 
from the irregularity, because 
for the external forum no crime 
is acknowledged. Should any- 
one have witnessed the viola- 
tion of the suspension by the 
person subjected to the violence, 
he could only have gathered 
that the culprit had no other 
choice than to yield to the force 
against his will. 


The cleric who violates his 
suspension in the face of grave 
fear, though it be only relative- 
ly grave, incurs no irregularity. 
Nor is the cleric subject to it if 
the violation is occasioned by 
some necessity or grave incon- 
venience. The reason is because 
the obligation of not exercising 
certain sacred functions follows 
from a purely ecclesiastical 
penalty. Their exercise is not 
interdicted by the natural law. 
Thus, when the prohibition of a 
purely ecclesiastical law clashes 
with what the natural law not 
only allows as something licit, 
but even approves as something 
commendable, then the positive 
ecclesiastical precept will al- 
ways yield to the more absolute 
disposition of the natural law, 
when ‘circumstances render 
compliance with the ecclesiasti- 
cal precept intensely burden- 
some or gravely detrimental. 
Canon 2205, §2 confirms this 
conclusion when it declares that 
such factors or circumstances 
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generally exclude the presence 
of crime completely. Hence 
should a cleric assay the solemn 
exercise of orders forbidden 
him by the suspension, intend- 
ing thereby to avoid scandal or 
loss of reputation, he would not 
contract the irregularity. 
An Invalid Suspension 

In a case in which a suspen- 
sion is evidently invalid, the 
utter disregard of this penalty 
would not bring about an ir- 
regularity. The presumption is 
on the side of validity, at least 
in the external forum; the rea- 
son is clear, because the basis 
for the irregularity is a crime. 
But a crime would not be pres- 
ent as long as there was no su- 
spension whose _ prohibitions 
could be violated. It must be re- 
membered, of course, that the 
suspension must be evidently 
invalid before a cleric may un- 
dertake to ignore it. If there is 
any doubt, then the cleric must 
observe the suspension in or- 
der to escape the effective 
threat of supervenient irregu- 
larity in case of violation. 

A norm which is of practical 
import in the question of this 
irregularity is the following. 
The intention of the cleric 
when disregarding the suspen- 
sion may not comprise any de- 
liberate intent of violating the 
penalty. His sole intent must 
be to strive for the use of such 
means as the law puts at one’s 
disposal for removing the ob- 
ligation of observing the pen- 
alty. Besides the above men- 
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tioned instance, where there if 
a diminution of imputability 0 
a total absence thereof, there 
are circumstances in which the 
Code permits the cleric to dis 
regard his suspension tempor 
arily. 

In these cases the cleric is no 
looked upon as violating hi 
suspension but as availing him 
self of opportunities given hi 
by law to safeguard his goo 
name and to be of spiritual as- 
sistance to his neighbor. Thu 
a cleric would not be consider 
ed as violating his suspensio 
which he incurred latae senten 
tiae, if he laid aside its obser 
vance in the external forum be 
cause of danger of scandal or 
the loss of his good name. Sim- 
ilarly, there would be no viola 
tion and consequently no irreg— 
ularity, if the suspended cleric 
were legitimately asked by the 
faithful to administer the sac- 
raments. (Rainer, ‘‘Suspen- 
sions,” p. 187) 

* * * 
THE PRECEPT OF HEARING MASS 

I have a small church, and 
during the summer large crowds 
attend Mass to the point of 
overflowing. What about the 
matter of presence with regard 
to assisting at Mass? 

There is required a moral 
presence. In general the sub- 
ject may be said to have moral 
bodily presence when he him- 
self assists at Mass in union 
with the celebrant either di- 
rectly or indirectly. He is in 
union with the celebrant di- 
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rectly if he can actually see the 


' celebrant or hear his voice; he 


is in union with the celebrant 
indirectly if, unable to see or 
hear the celebrant himself, he 


' can follow the progress of the 


sacrifice through the actions of 
his fellow-worshipers, and is at 
the same time, according to the 
common estimation of men, a 
of that multitude or 
group which is assisting at the 
Mass. That this moral bodily 
presence is required and is suf- 
ficient for the fulfillment of the 
precept is the common teaching 
of authors. 

In applying this norm, au- 
thors agree in general on the 
following conclusions. 

The following have the re- 
quired moral bodily presence: 

(1) Those who are in the 
church proper, even though 
they be behind the altar or be- 
hind a pillar, or at a great dis- 
tance from the celebrant. For 
these, even if they cannot see 
or hear the celebrant, can fol- 
low the progress of the Mass 
through the external actions of 
the congregation or by noting 
the ringing of the bell. 

(2) These who are in the 
choir or sacristy, or in some 
room or recess joined to the 
church, so long as they can di- 


o 
+o 
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rectly or indirectly unite them- 
selves with the celebrant. If, 
however, they are cut off from 
the church in such a manner 
that they cannot follow the 
progress of the Mass at ll, 
either directly or indirectly, 
they cannot fulfill the precept. 

(3) Those who are even out- 
side of the church at any dis- 
tance whatsoever, so long as 
they are actually united with 
the multitude that is present at 
the Mass. Some authors pro- 
pose the norm that if they are 
separated from the crowd by a 
distance of thirty paces they 
cannot be considered as one of 
the multitude. However, a bet- 
ter norm would be the common 
estimation of men as to wheth- 
er or not they are morally 
united with and form part of 
the assisting multitude. 

(4) Those in a nearby house 
who through a window can fol- 
low the motions of the cele- 
brant or the congregation. It is 
impossible to determine exact- 
ly how near to the church the 
house must be. Once again the 
common estimation of men 
must be taken into account to 
determine whether persons as- 
sisting at Mass in that manner 
are or are not morally present. 


(Guiniven, “The Precept of 
Hearing Mass,” p. 103) 
& 
a 
aa 


No man has a better command of language than the man 
who keeps his mouth shut. — The Irish Digest. 
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BOOK REVIEWS(} 


Reflections On the Psalms 
by C. S. Lewis 


Harcourt, Brace, New York, 1958 
pp. 152, $3.50 


CCORDING to those of us 
who know him and his work, 
this man Lewis is now another 
Doctor Johnson, who may some 
day become another Chesterton. 


He is sincere, he is humble, he 
is so pleased when someone does 
him a good turn. Of this book he 
admits that it is not a book of 
scholarship. He says that he is 
no Hebraeist, no higher critic, no 
ancient historian, no archeologist. 
He writes for the unlearned about 
things corncerning which he 
claims to be unlearned himself. 
Listen to his disarming words: 


“In this book I write as one 
amateur to another talking about 
difficulties I have met, or lights I 
have gained, when reading the 
Psalms, with the hope that this 
might at any rate interest, and 
sometimes even help other inex- 
pert readers.” 


He writes what he thinks about 
the Songs of Sion — he writes, 
and you will like the splendid 
simplicity of his style — and, by 
the way, he always uses the ver- 
sion as found in “The Book of 
Common Prayer” translated from 
the Vulgate by Myles Coverdale. 
The book is Crown Copyright. Mr. 
Lewis reproduces his extracts by 
permission from the Crown. His 
reflections, intimate as they are, 
are those of a mind in constant 
pursuit of what is good, true and 
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beautiful, and of a receptive an 
reverent spirit. 


He was born in Belfast in 1898 
but he has something of the vi 
and verve of those born in South 
ern Ireland, say in County Clare 
His favored author, if you car 
to know it, is George McDonald 
so fond of him he is that befor 
writing he always reads one o 
two pages from him. A few year 
ago, at the suggestion of Th 
Macmillan Company, then hi 
publishers, I mailed him an Ea 
say on McDonald which cause 
him so much pleasure that e( 
wrote to me his personal thanks. 
And, by the way, G. K. Chesterton 
(already previously and purpose- 
ly mentioned) is the man who in- 
troduced the Scottish writer to 
English readers in 1924. 


But now the book. I have such 
a desire to spread it that at the 
risk of appearing commercial I 
will transcribe its Table of Con- 
tents, which Robert Browning 
would call one of contentments. 

First, then, “The idea of Judg- 
ment in the Psalms,’ wherein 
we see that “we must pin our 
hopes on the mercy of God and 
the work of Christ, not on our 
own goodness.” 

Now come “The Cursings.” We 
are told simply to leave them 
alone. But in over ten pages our 
author admirably discusses them. 
I refer you to the book. No mat- 
ter what scientists say: my space 
here is limited. 

“Death in the Psalms” comes 
next. Go again to Lewis and no- 
tice that “our ancestors in the 


September / 195§ 


a Reet Se ne ee 


Book Reviews 


Old Testament had a pretty full 


) understanding of Christian The- 
' ology: The main difference be- 


ing that the Incarnation, which to 
us is recorded, was to them a 
thing predicted.” 

“Now Let us Stint all this and 
Speak of Mirth: The Beauty of 
the Lord.” Here you will see that 
“the most valuable thing the 
Psalms do to us is to express 
that same delight in God which 
made David dance.” His wife 
thought that he was making a 
fool of himself, but you will dis- 
agree with her. And here let me 
tell you that in this chapter Lew- 
is transcends Chesterton (men- 
tioned twice already). 

The author of Orthodoxy, page 
299, tells us that “There was 
some one thing that was too 
great for God to show us when 
He was on earth; and I have 
sometimes fancied that it was His 
mirth.” Our Lewis having gone in- 
to the heart of the Bible finds 
out that joy is essentially Chris- 
tian. 

“Sweeter than Honey” is what 
we next come to. And here is a 
disquisition on the _ satisfaction 
men feel in knowing that they 
have obeyed the Law: The pleas- 
ure of a good conscience, what 
Wordsworth calls “The Smile on 
Duty’s Face. 

And here comes “Connivance.” 
The Psalmists forbid us to wink 
at faults, to be accomplices or 
collaborationists. 

And at last we have “A Word 
about Praising,” probably the best 
chapter of all. It can be summed 
up in a word that, as a young 
student, I heard from the lips of 
Cardinal Mercier: “We are not 
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here on earth to save our soul; 
we are here to praise and glorify 
God: and thereby save our soul.” 
Praise of God is our essential 
duty. 

But I think that I have said 
enough, and fear to be accused of 
commercialism. And yet, after all, 
as Shakespeare has almost said: 
“Sweet are the uses of adver- 
tisement.”’ — J. M. Lelen, Ph. D., 
Glenmary. 


Saint Vincent de Paul 


by M. V. Woodgate 
Newman, Westminster, Md. 


1958, 136 pp., $2.75 


i ieee Violet Woodgate, in 

a note preceding the text of 
this little work, acknowledges her 
dependence on Pierre  Coste’s 
“sreat life of St. Vincent de Paul.” 
Perhaps a too lulled alertness in 
the use of a French source ac- 
counts for some expressions un- 
usual in English such as “Saint 
Chantal” for “Saint Jane Frances 
de Chantal” and (p. 63) “a boy of 
only nine years old.” But if such 
unfamiliar modes of expression 
are overlooked, the book is well 
worth reading. 

In its small compass the book 
makes come alive, not only Mon- 
sieur Vincent, but also many 
whose names are associated with 
his: Louise de Marillac, Jane 
Frances de Chantel, Francis de 
Sales, Richelieu, Mazarin, St. Cy- 
ran, Soeur Angelique, Pascal, 
Louis XIII, Anne of Austria and 
others. In some lives of St. Vin- 
cent, these personages seem 
strange and shadowy. Miss Wood- 
gate accomplishes her vitalization 
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by putting these figures in their 
historical and social setting, and 
makes the unfamiliar seventeenth- 
century French setting under- 
standable to a twentieth-century 
non-French reader with a _ thor- 
oughness truly marvelous by rea- 
son of its artistic economy. 


The great personages of the age, 
well-depicted as they are, are a 
background for St. Vincent. All his 
achievement is there — the Con- 
gregation of the Mission, Saint 
Lazare, the struggle against Jan- 
senism, the clergy retreats, the 
Ladies of Charity, the Sisters of 
Charity, the work in the galleys 
and prisons, the work with found- 
lings. The failures are there, too 
—the opposition to Mazarin, the 
attempts to stop wars, the at- 
tempts to correct aristocratic 
abuses of benefices, attempts at 
political reforms. The contradiction 
is there also — the aloofness of 
St. Vincent to his own relatives, 
his apparent shame because of 
them, his refusal to aid them ex- 
cept by prayer. And the saint is 
there — the unspiritual, if not 
worldly, priest, turned, under 
Francis de Sales and Berulle, to 
the spiritual dynamo who sought 
only to work the will of God. 

Vincent was a man of strong 
will and shrewd intelligence who 
made God’s will the model and 
master cf his own, who put his 
peasant stubbornness and _ intelli- 
gence in God’s service. His gentle- 
ness impressed all, but it was a 
gentleness of manner more persua- 
sive than yielding. Submission to 
authority was characteristic if not 
natural, but compromise’ with 
ideal was unthinkable. All this 
spiritual power was at the dis- 
posal of God for the salvation of 


760 


souls, for the poor victimized by 
the mighty of State and Church. 

Miss Woodgate has it all. Her’ 
book is not only what a historical 
work should be — accurate; it is} 
not only what a biography should 
be — readable; it is what hagi-| 
graphy should be — spiritually 
provocative. — Vincent M. Eaton, 
S.S., St. Charles College, Catons- 
ville, Md. | 


Saint Jean-Marie Vianney: 
Cure of Ars 


by Margaret Trouncer 


Sheed & Ward, New York, 1959 
260 pp., $3.95 


ee centenary of the death of 
St. Jean-Marie Vianney (Aug- | 
ust 4, 1959) is an obviously appro- 
priate time for a new biography 
of this great saint. Margaret 
Trouncer, the author of Saint 
Bernadette, among other lives of 
the saints, has once more demon- 
strated her eminent qualifications 
as a biographer. 


St. Jean Vianney was born of. 
peasant parents near Lyons, 
France, just prior to the Revolu- 
tion. He was ordained in 1815, 
after years of difficulty both with 
his studies and with his local 
draft board. His first assignment 
was with his old teacher, Cure 
Bally, at Ecully. After the death 
of Father Bally, the young priest 
was assigned to the little village 
he was to make famous, Ars. 

At the time of Pere Vianney’s 
appointment, Ars was a_semi- 
pagan village which had been 
without a priest for years. But 
with many hours of prayer and 
mortification and with good ex- 
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ample, the new Cure turned Ars 
into an ideal Christian communi- 
ty. The saint’s greatest achieve- 
ments, however, were in the con- 
fessional. The last thirty years of 
his life were spent in the confes- 
sional, with time out only for a 
few hours’ sleep a night and for 


_his daily Mass. On August 4, 1859, 


a century ago, Saint Jean-Marie 
Vianney died. 


In this biography, Margaret 


. Trouncer breaks away from the 


traditional biographies of the 
Cure of Ars by depicting some of 
the ordinary, daily happenings in 
his life, though not ignoring his 
better known achievements. This 


effects in the reader a feeling of 


really knowing the Cure of Ars 
as a man and as a saint. 
Margaret Trouncer has written 


a book that every parish priest 


will want to read. As the “patron 
of parish priests,” St. John Vian- 
ney is an ideal. The devil once 
said to him in the person of a 
possessed woman, “How you make 
me suffer ... If there were three 
like you in this world, my king- 
dom would be destroyed.” 

Saint Jean-Marie Vianney is a 
book intended to be informative, 
inspiring, and interesting. It has 
achieved all three of these pur- 
poses. — Don B. Ginder, Poland, 
Ohio. 


Faith and Understanding 
in America 
by Gustave Weigel, S.J. 


The Macmillan Company, New York 
1959, pp. 170, $3.75 


SY these essays a first ranking 
Jesuit theologian explores Cath- 
olic and Protestant relationships. 
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Father Gustave Weigel is very 
well grounded in Catholic philoso- 
phy and theology, being one of 
our best. He adds to this, years of 
sympathetic study of Protestant 
theology. 

He has studied our separated 
brethren in an effort to under- 
stand them. He is not wavering 
in his loyalty to the Catholic 
Church and he has no doubt as 
to Her being the One, True 
Church, but as he reads and 
studies Protestants he is not look- 
ing for flaws and fallacies. He 
honestly seeks to understand, and 
be understood. 

It is Catholic ecumenical writ- 
ing of a high order that we 
find in this book of essays. Cath- 
olic theologians of the stripe of 
Father Weigel, there are too few 
of them, long for the day when 
all will be one, and when the true 
Church of Christ will be ac- 
knowledged by every Christian; 
but these ecumenical theologians 
know that the old methods of 
skulleracking apologetics will not 
achieve unity. Some individuals 
can be argued into the Church, 
but the mass of Protestants will 
not be won that way. 

It is important to remember 
that the moderate and very cour- 
teous type of writing which Fa- 
ther Weigel practices is not being 
used just as a new and different 
technique to win back the Protes- 
tants and others. This type of 
writing has an end of its own, 
love and understanding. It is not 
good that Catholics and Protes- 
tants dislike, fear, mistrust, per- 
haps even, hate each _ other. 
Whether there is quick conver- 
sion of the Protestants or not, 
good will come of the ecumenical 
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movement if it helps to make 
Christians love one another. 


Father Weigel does many things 
well. He seeks for terms that 
will be understood by both sides. 
He can explain the essence of be- 
liefs and he can describe psycho- 
logical attitudes quite well. He 
writes completely. He has a more 
attractive style than most theo- 
logians, but he is still a_ theo- 
logian. 

He is at his best in the first 
essay where he discusses differ- 
ing concepts of religious truth; 
and also in the seventh, where he 
gives Protestant theological posi- 
tions today. — Charles Owen 
Rice, Washington, Pa. 


The Acts of the Apostles 


by Giuseppe Ricciotti 
tr. by Laurence E. Byrne 
Bruce, Milwaukee, 1957, pp. 414, $8.00 


yeas this study of Acts Father 
Ricciotti rounds out his com- 
mentary on the New Testament. 
His work, as is well known by 
now, is very dependable and also 
very readable. Our growing bibli- 
cal literature in English, most of 
it translation from other tongues, 
is unquestionably enriched by 
this new acquisition. 


There is special reason for wel- 
coming a sound a commentary on 
Acts at this time. The importance 
of this inspired account of the 
early Church has grown to some 
proportions in recent years be- 
cause of the turn taken by cur- 
rent criticism of the New Testa- 
ment. Some twenty or more years 
elapsed between the death of Our 
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Lord and the first writing of th) 
Gospel. Much thought is bein; 
given both by Catholic and inde 
pendent scholars to the develop 
ments that took place durin 
those years. The only record w 
have of the period, apart from the 
personal allusions in St. Paul’ 
letters, is to be found in Acts. Ij 
is obviously, therefore, the Book 
most subjected-to scrutiny by 
those who are seeking to trace 
the progress of the Christian messi 
sage from its first form (Keryg} 
ma) to that which we have in the 
written New Testament. 

But even apart from this occa | 
sion, Acts is a book that shoul 
be familiar to all who are inter} 
ested in the Church, and particuy 
larly in its origins. St. Joh 
Chrysostom complained that o 
the books of the New Testamen 
Acts was probably the one least 
read in his time. We might won 
der if the same might not be true 
of our own age. This is the more 
regrettable because of the beauti 
ful thesis St. Luke presents: God’s 
care that His Church should have 
a place in the world; and the 
accomplishment of this by the 
indwelling of the Holy Spirit in 
the Church. The apologetic value 
of Acts is evident. Kirsop Lake, 
not a Catholic yet one of the fore- 
most authorities on early Christi- 
anity, has observed from his 
knowledge of Acts that if anyone 
believes in the divinity of Christ 
he should be a Catholic, since in 
the Catholic Church alone can be 
found the form of Christianity 
represented in Acts. 

In this commentary  Ricciotti 
follows a method of presenting 
his material that is quite general. 
He gives the text at the top of 
the page and provides his own 
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remarks beneath it. The opinions 
he expresses are generally the 
conservative views current today 
among Catholic authors. The us- 
ual questions of authorship, date 
of composition, sources, etc., are 
dealt with in an introduction of 
only forty-two pages. 


This tells us two things about 
his aim. First he is writing for 
the general reader, supposing, 
however, that he is interested 
enough in the Scriptures to do a 
little studying. Secondly, it is a 
warning of his intention to avoid 
the debate which has arisen over 
Acts in the past fifteen years or 
so. In fact he ends his history of 
the criticism of Acts with Loisy, 
who is now left far behind in the 
discussion, if he is not altogether 
lost sight of. Perhaps some of R’s 
readers might consider this a 
shortcoming in his work. 


It might also be mentioned as 
a weakness that R’s main pre- 
occupation seems to be the his- 
torical aspect of Acts. He cannot, 
of course, overlook the value of 
this book as an historical source. 
But we know that Luke aimed at 
something higher. And if at any 
time in the history of exegesis the 
religious thesis of the Sacred 
Books called for emphasis, that 
time is now when they are being 
reduced to the category of mere 
literature from the Ancient East. 
Ricciotti does not not forget this; 
HS is only somewhat neglectful 
of it. 


Ricciotti may not have given us 
an ideal commentary on Acts, 
but he still has provided us with 
a scholarly work from which any 
reader will derive much benefit. 
— W.L.N. 
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Christ in the Seminarian 
by Richard Klaver, 0O.S.C. 


Our Sunday Visitor 
Huntington, Indiana 
1958, pp. 176, $1.50 


The Spiritual Director 
in the Minor Seminary 


by Valentine W. Young, O.F.M.Cap. 


Capuchin College, Neher D. C. 
1959, pp. 
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ATHER Klaver’s book is divided 
into two parts. The first part 
deals with ‘the basic workings mt 
grace in the life of each Christian | 
. ” The second deals more di- 
rectly with the ideals of the minor 
seminarian. 


While the first part of the book 
is unquestionably sound, there is | 
some question as to whether prep 
seminarians, particularly those of 
high-school age, are equipped to 
handle the exact theological term- | 
inology which is employed. The 
very first paragraph of the text, 
for example, contains this sent- 
ence: “Being consubstantial with 
the Father, our good Lord is also | 
consubstantial with us.” 


And what would a first-year- 
high boy make of this: ‘What ex- 
ists in Christ substantially, is giv- 
en to us accidentally. In other | 
words, while our union with God | 
in Christ gives us a participation 
in Divinity, it leaves us with our 
own personality, essentially dis- 
tinct from God. On the other 
hand, ours is no mere replica of 
the personal justice of Jesus | 
Christ, but a true union with His, 
and one by which our personal 
justice is completed and crowned.” 
(p. 19) 
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Other examples of the same 
kind could be cited. Even individu- 
ally considered, they seem beyond 
the comprehension of young semi- 
narians; certainly, their cumula- 
tive effect would seem to render 
the first part of the book almost 
unusable by youngsters. 

While there is much of the same 
prolixity in the second part of the 
book, there is much that is more 
commendable. Certainly, directors, 
confessors and teachers in minor 
seminaries will find much in the 
book to help them in their ap- 
proaches to the matters treated. 

Father Valentine’s work is his 
Catholic University M.A. essay. Al- 
though written before Pope Pius 
XII’s Apostolic Constitution Sedes 
Sapientiae, the work handles well 
the duties of the spiritual director 
of a minor seminary. The second 
part of the essay concerns a ques- 
tionnaire sent by the author to 
minor seminary spiritual directors. 
(The actual questionnaire appears 
in an appendix.) The third part of 
the essay concerns the results and 
evaluation of the matter collated 
through the questionnaire. A sec- 
ond appendix gives a list of books 
useful to a spiritual director. 

In a foreword, Bishop McNa- 


mara, auxiliary bishop of Washing 
ton, congratulates Father Valen 
tine ona service rendered, remark 
ing: “This little volume should re 
ceive a cordial welcome from thos; 
whose special task is to fashio1 
the souls of youth who aspire t 
the priesthood of Jesus Christ.” 


We can only reecho his words. 
Vincent M. Eaton, S.S., St. Charl 
college, Catonsville, Mr. 
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Organ and Choir | 


Xs the July issue of THE ir 


under the heading of “Liturg 
and Rubrics” (p. 588), a subscril 
er proposed a problem thus: “TI ani 
contemplating building a new 
church. It is my desire to have 
gallery over the front door e 
trance. I am told that such is no 
forbidden by a recent decree anc 
that the choir must be near the 
main altar out of sight of the con 
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gregation ... Please direct me.” 

This query was answered by as- 
serting that nothing in the In- 
struction of 3 September, 1958 
states that the choir must be lo- 
cated in any particular place in 
the church. This conclusion is 
reached by citing Article 100 of 
the Instruction of the Sacred Con- 
gregation of Rites. This article 
treats solely of mixed choirs of 
males and females or of those com- 
posed exclusively of females, 
which are permitted if because of 
circumstances, a choir of “laity 
of the male sex” (Art. 93c) can- 
not be organized. 


In the preceding Article 99, it 


is stated that this all-male choir 


or ‘“‘schola cantorum” is the highly 
desirable form of choir and where 
it is possible, should be establish- 


_ed in cathedrals, parish churches, 


etc. Then the transition is made in 


Article 100 by stating that in 


may be located, namely, 


those places where such an all- 
male choir cannot be established, 
then it is permissible to organize 
the aforementioned mixed or ex- 
clusively female choir. This ar- 
ticle then goes on to state where 
such a mixed or female choir 
within 
the sanctuary or within the com- 
municn rail and interestingly adds 
that such a choir (mixed or fe- 
male) should be situated in its 
Own proper place: “proprio col- 
locetur loco.” 

I confess that I find it difficult 
to accept the following general- 
ized conclusion in your response, 
drawn from the two Articles above 
mentioned, namely, “Nothing in 
this document states that the choir 
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must be located in any particular 
place in the church.” Is this com- 
pletely accurate? I am of the opin- 
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ion that further reading of the 
Instruction will show that it is not 


Let us consult Article 67 of the 
same Instruction, which reads; 
“Unless ancient custom or som 
special reason approved by th 
local Ordinary recommend other 
wise, the organ should be locate 
in the most suitable place near th 
main altar, but always in such 
way that the singers or musician: 
situated in an elevated place, ca 
not be seen by the faithful in ths 
body of the church.” 


Organ and Choir Up Front 


From this it follows that (1. 
the organ should be located nea 
the main altar and, (2) therefor 
not over the “front door entrance 
but at the very least in the for 
part of the church. From thid 
Article 67 it follows too that thd 
organ must be so situated in thd 
fore part of the church near th 
main altar that the choir may no 
be seen, and that therefore bot 
organ and choir must be togethe 
in the fore part of the chure 
near the main altar. The Instruc: 
tion is careful to point out thaj 
the choir, which is assumed to bd 
adjacent to the organ, must not 
be seen by the members of thé 
congregation if the singers aré 
situated in an elevated place (“in 
suggestu”), ie. in a tribune, 2 
balcony, a gallery or an organ o1 
choir loft. 


It should be fairly clear from 
the Instruction, therefore, that 
since the actual placement of the 
organ in the fore part of the 
church near the main altar, is de- 
termined by the non-visibility o4 
the choir at the spot chosen, then 
the Instruction directs that the 
choir, which is adjacent to the 
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’ organ, must also be located in the 
' fore part of the church near the 
» main altar. 
' In other words: the positions of 
the organ and the choir are cor- 
‘relative and if it be established 
‘that according to the Instruction 
+ the position of one is determined, 
' the other is likewise. 

Because of these considerations, 
'I do not think it accurate to state 
'“Nothing in this document says 
| that the choir must be located in 
any particular place in the 
church.” Moreover, when the In- 
struction speaks in Article 100 of 
the location of the mixed or all- 
female choir, it does not exactly 
indicate that it may be haphazard- 
ly situated in any part of the 
church, provided it be outside the 
sanctuary or communion rail. It 
does say that it should be situated 
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in its own proper place... 
prio collocetur loco.” 

This proper place or position 
would seem to be that mentioned 
in the earlier Article 67, viz. ad- 
jacent to the organ in the fore 
part of the church near the main 
altar; not in the sanctuary and 
concealed from the view of the 
congregation if the choir is oc- 
cupying an elevated balcony or 
gallery. 

On the other hand, the position 
or viewpoint of the inquiring sub- 
scriber may be perfectly true: 
that is to say, that he may find 
it impossible or gravely incon- 
venient for economic reasons, for 
reasons of space or because of the 
construction requirements of a 
local building code, etc. to locate 
the organ and choir in the fore 
part of the church near the altar. 


pro- 


Delayed Vocations 


WHO?............ Men of high school education or its 
equivalent 

HOW? ............ by accelerated courses in Latin and kindred - 
subjects 

WHAT?.......... can prepare for the Diocesan or Religious 
Priesthood 


WHERE?....... under the direction of the Salvatorian 
Fathers at Jordan Seminary, Menominee, 


Michigan. 


COST ess Tuition, Room, Board: $250.00 per semester. 


Write: The Registrar 


JORDAN SEMINARY, Menominee 3, Mich. 
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But in such a case, Article 100 em- 
powers the local Ordinary to 
weigh the reasons advanced and, 
if they prove sufficiently cogent, 
to permit the placing of the organ 
(and, therefore, of the choir too) 
in another location in the church, 
for example over the narthex or 
“over the front door entrance.” 
But the intervention of the local 

Ordinary and his favorable de- 
cision are required for this de- 
parture from the ordinary norms 
laid down in the _ Instruction, 
which determine the location of 
both organ and choir. 

Very sincerely in the Lord, 

MJames H. Griffiths, Secretary 

Bishops’ Commission on the 

Liturgical Apostolate 

New York City 
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EVE’S 
SILVER AND BRASS 
of Rare Beauty 


Distinctive Design + Skilled Craftsmanship 


Drawings and Prices submitted for 
Special Requirements 


Regilding and Repairing 
Write for our Catalog 
SAN FRANCISCO 8, CALIFORNIA 


Alcoholism: A Disease 


BS your issue of April 1959 the 
is a surprising communicati 
from “Parochus, Wisconsin” whic 
contains the following: | 

«|. . alcoholism as a ‘diseas 
This is a conception now almo 
completely abandoned by autho 
ties on the subject, medical an 
moral.” | 

The very opposite is the trut 
As for medical and_ scientifi 
authorities, alcoholism 
nized as an illness by the ove 
whelming majority. To mentio 
only two outstanding groups: Th 
World Health Organization and 
The American Medical Associ 
tion. 

There are a few lay therapisti 
in the field (and note that they 


1852 
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‘are called therapists) who deny 
sthat alcoholism is a disease and 
/proclaim that it is a vice. 
' It is paradoxical that among 
‘these some of the more articulate 
‘manage hospitals or sanatoria for 
‘the recovery of the alcoholic. At 
jany rate these excellent institu- 
‘tions are not retreat houses. 
- As for moral authorities, they 
ispeak with authority on vices and 
‘moral problems, not on sickness 
land disease. 

A great deal of confusion is en- 
‘gendered by the fallacy of “either- 
‘or.’ Why must alcoholism he 


-either a sickness or a moral prob- 
‘lem? The truth is it is both. 
Yours faithfully in Christ, 
John C. Ford, S.J. 
Professor of Moral Theology 
The Catholic University 
of America 


‘The Parish Mission’: 
Further Comment 


UST a brief word about the value 

of conducting periodic missions 
in a parish. Recently the Passion- 
ist Fathers conducted a mission 
here. From every external evidence 
much was accomplished. 

The church was filled to capac- 
ity every evening for the two-week 
period. Every morning at the Mass- 
es large crowds turned out to re- 
ceive Holy Communion. Many were 
brought back to the Sacraments 
who had been away for years. I 
recall two confessions in particular 
where the penitents had been 
away 26 and 30 years. There were 
others that I heard who had been 
away anywhere from one to five 
years. 

The 


missionaries themselves 


plete 


HANS AND 
ADOLPH 


Your Crib 


can only be from Oberammergau 
carved in our studio 


WE ARE SCULPTORS IN WOOD 


executing all types of figures, cruci- 
fixes, stations of the cross, reliefs, com- 
church 
Your inquiry is invited. 


furnishings, crib-sets. 


In U. S. contact: Mr. Frank A. Trepani, 
LITURGICAL IMPORTS, LTD. 
17 Murray Street, New York 7, N. Y. 


HEINZELLER 


WOODCARVERS 


OBERAMMERGAU 


BREITENAU / KIRCHECK 
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ideal gifts to 


your Seminarians... 


CHRIST zn the 
SEMINARIAN 


be ES 

A new OSV book by Father Rich- 
ard Klaver, Spiritual Director of 
Our Lady of the Lake Seminary. 
Father Klaver’s many years of ex- 
perience and sincere interest in 
helping seminarians to reach spir- 
itual maturity have produced this 
176-page book which will greatly 
help all young men preparing for 
the priesthood. 


CHRIST IN THE SEMINARIAN 
is a book our seminarians will en- 
joy reading and will find helpful 
throughout their seminary train- 
ing. Bishop Pursley recommends 
this book highly in the Introduct- 
ion. Surely, this informative and 
inspiring book will be a most ap- 
preciated remembrance. 


$1.50 per copy 


5 or more $1.25 each 


ORDER FROM 


Our Sunday Visitor Inc. 
HUNTINGTON, INDIANA 


HRLIALALE CIEL vac. STITT EA TO 
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heard the confessions and testifie: 
to the fact that many came to cor 
fession to them who had bee: 
away from the Sacraments for ion. 
periods. | 
Along with the great good a 

complished of bringing sinne: 
back to the Sacraments, the mi 
sion strengthened all in the pra 
tice of their religion. The tw 
week period of the mission was in 
deed a time of rich spiritual be 
efit to priests and parishioners. W¢ 
are indebted to the Passionists fo: 
a job well done. We hope ther 
will be many more missions in thd 
various churches throughout thé 
country. 

Charles F. O’Neill 

St. Francis de Sales 

Detroit 


J Oursler Armstrong’s ‘“ 
Hard Look at the Parish Mis: 
sion” reminds me of the youngste 
who was told to write a little sto 
about a bird. He began bravel 
enough: “The bird that I am going 
to write about is the owl. The ow 
cannot see at all by day — and a 
night it is as blind as a bat.” Run 
ning out of ideas on the owl, th 
lad confessed as much an 
switched topics: | 


“T do not know much about the 
owl, so I will go on to the beast 
which I am going to choose. It is 
the cow .. .” — and then follows 
some rather amusing and harmless 
information on said cow. 


In the course of her uncorked, 
slightly stereo-styled, ill-advised, 
and poorly. collaborated article. 
Mrs. Armstrong confessed several 
times to scarcity of information 
and lack of ideas, but unfortunate- 
ly she didn’t switch to a subject 
on which she may be a little better 


September / 1959 


Correspondence 


’ versed—like having babies 
' maybe. 
» And another thing: How come 
| an article of such indelicacy found 
/ aSyium in THE Priest, of all maga- 
| zines? This could foster in anyone 
/a regular phobia—even “cloister 
| phobia.” So, may I suggest, please 
| keep the cloister clear. Today there 
» are so few places left to hide . 
Well-Meaning Missioner 
California 


APHIL Oursler Armstrong pre- 
sents a lot of excellent ideas in 

“A Hard Look at the Parish Mis- 
sion.” Her ideas deserve attention 
and she deserves a vote of thanks. 
Teach the positive! Teach the in- 
fluence of the Holy Spirit and His 
gifts! Teach the meaning of the 
Mystical Body! Teach the meaning 
of the life of grace — it ts a life! 


Teach the virtues! Teach the art 
of praying! Teach the goal of heay- 
en! 

She criticizes some aspects of 
the Parish Mission. She tells us in 
theory and in specific detail what 
could be done to improve it. Her 
ideas are excellent. The suggest- 
ions are worthwhile. 

One small objection: She writes 
most charitably and most kindly as 
follows — ‘‘The missioners are in- 
telligent, competent, holy men. So 
are the pastors who are bound by 
law to arrange for them to come. 
So, too, are we who squirm.” 

Are all the missioners, pastors, 
and pew-squirmers equally “intelli- 
gent, competent, holy’? All ot 
them? April Oursler Armstrong 
says that they are holy. It would 
be wonderful if priests and people 
could be made really and truly 


Invest through our 


MISSION CONTRACT 
(Annuity) 


A good way of aiding charity 


and receiving a reasonable 
INTEREST FOR LIFE 


for details, write to 


REV. FATHER RALPH, Nat’! Dir. 
S.V.D. CATHOLIC UNIVERSITIES 


316 N. Michigan Ave. 
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RECOMMENDS FOR YOUR 
PARISH RACK 


A Catholic 


Child’s Missal 
And | 
Prayer Book 


80 pages, 


all in full color. 


Flexible leatherette binding, 
4” x 6%”, 95c 
A beautiful book for children 
to use in church. Thirty-one 
glowing full color photographs 
show exactly what the priest 
does at every important step 
in the celebration of Mass. 
Designed for children 6 to 10 
years old. Pictures show the 
correct position the child is 
to assume at low Mass. Text 
and captions provide a sim- 
plification of the prayers said 
by the priest, and an expla- 
nation of the priest’s actions. 
*One to five copies; 95¢; Six to 


ten copies, 86c; eleven or more 
copies, 76c. 


180 VARICK ST... NEW YORK 14. N.Y 
TELEPHONE WATKINS 4-3560 
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“holy” in daily life as easily as) 
that — by merely saying it is 
SO: sare 

Paul M. Baier 

St. Boniface 

Wilkes-Barre, Pa. 


Sir Arnold 
Defends His Book 


[N view of the claims which we} 

make for the Catholic Church} 
our standards of controversy) 
should be higher than those of! 
non-Catholics. That a man who} 
has been attacked in a periodi-: 
cal has a right of reply is regard- 
ed as axiomatic in democratic: 
countries and I therefore request} 
space for a very brief reply to} 
your criticism of my _ book; 
“Bnigma” and I claim this with | 
the greater confidence because} 
one sentence in that article might) 
be misinterpreted as_ reflecting! 
on the sincerity of my conversion. 


I have never identified myself 
with M.R.A. and wrote as a de-} 
tached and in many ways critical 
observer, a fact which was fully 
recognized by the generous re- 
view which appeared in “The Tab- 
let.” I quoted in my book the tri- 
bute to M.R.A. by the Bishop in 
whose diocese Caux is situated. 
From personal experience I can 
endorse his tribute and all his 
reservations. I judge Caux by re- 
sults. 


These men are sincere ih their 
determination to discover God’s 
will and as a result of their sin- 
cerity many of them are moving 
nearer and nearer to the Church. 
Many, including three priests, owe 
to M.R.A. their first steps on the 
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Never before in PICTURES! 


THE CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST 


her origin, development and identification portrayed 


IN THREE FILM STRIPS 


140 frames in COLOR 


Film No. 1. The Church in the time of Christ. 
Film No, 2. The Church in the early centuries. 
Film No. 3. The Church of Christ today. 


* Fresh, modern, self-instructing 
pietures—not old masterpieces. 
* Every important Scripture text 
on Film itself. 

* Key quotations 
Church Fathers. 


from _ early 


STAR FEATURES 


* Modern converts’ statements —- 
all on film! 

* Bulk of Commentary on film it- 
self — supplementary manual 
supplied. 


A MUST FOR CONVERT WORK, for single or group instruction 
IDEAL FOR CLASSROOM RELIGIOUS INSTRUCTION, 
COLLEGE, HIGH AND UPPER GRADE SCHOOL 


Suitable for church society feature programs. 
ADAPTABLE BY COMMENTATOR TO ALL. 


Every religious instructor has yearned for 
the pictorial proof that the Catholic 
Church is the true Church of Christ. 

The cumulative presentation of such 
proof should not depend on the human 
memory of the instructor nor even the 
plain printed word. 

This set of three films does the job for 
you—briefly, clearly and completely. 

Prepared by Rev. William J. Quinlan, 
active in convert work and inquiry class 


advertising for the Archdiocese of Chicago 
for the past twenty years. 


Assisted by Rev. Joseph G. Richards, 
pastor of Holy Angels Parish, Chicago; 
and Rev. Ralph A. Powell, O.P., Profes- 


sor of Apologetics, Dominican House of 
Studies, River Forest, Illinois. 

Art work by Earl C. Neiman of New 
York City. 

Imprimatur and Nihil Obstat — Arch- 
diocese of Chicago — 1958. 


ALSO AVAILABLE: two other instructional film strips in COLOR. 


800 of each now in use. 


Also prepared by Father Quinlan. 


Film No. 4. THE EXISTENCE OF GOD (Bill Jones Meets God) 


Basic introduction. 
soul, 


Presents proofs for God’s existence, the immortality of the 
and the need of religion — in a dramatic story form. 80 FRAMES. 


Film No. 5. TRADITION AND THE BIBLE 


Covers source of revelation. 


Bible as delivered to us by the Church. 


Outlines in great detail origin of Tradition and the 


80 FRAMES IN FIVE SECTIONS. 


PRICE — $9 per film singly / 3 Rolls — $25 / 5 Rolls — $40 


Order today from 


M. A. CUNNINGHAM CO. 


5233 W. Warner Ave. @ 


Dept. A. @ 


Chicago 41, Illinois 


(FILMS SENT ON TRIAL IF YOU WII-L) 
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road which ultimately led them to 
the Church. Rome has been given 
the names of more than a hun- 
dred communists who returned to 
the full practice of Catholicism 
at Caux. 


On the other hand there is no 


Have YOU missed any of these? 
delightful RELIGIOUS 


CARTOON BOOKS 


They are gay ... but reverent. 


rare: ANGELS ABROAD 

avi ANGELS AND THE CITY 
GELS ON CAMPUS 
ATHOLIC KIDS 


= 


A 
C 


-HEIRS OF HEAVEN 
-LITTLE GABRIEL 
-MONSIGNOR 

ee MORE LITTLE NUNS 


all are $1.00 each 
Order 3 and we'll add 1 free 


Check titles wanted above. 
Attach check or M. O. and mail today. 


ABBEY BOOKS 
20 So. Broadway, Yonkers, N. Y. 


case of a Catholic losing his fait: 
at Caux. 

I am convinced that if w 
adopted a more sympathetic a 
titude to M.R.A. we should ma 
a large number of converts. I 
stead of discouraging Catholic 
from going to Caux we shoulj 
send informed Catholics to M. 
A. assemblies, as missionaries 74 
partibus semi-fidelium, to hel 
those who have made such edif 
ing use of the Catholic truth 
which they accept to attain to th 
full Catholic truth. 


I was tremendously impresse 
by the dedicated lives of the ful 
time workers at Caux and als 
I must add, by their charitabl 
attitude to the Church, in spit 
of the unsympathetic attitude a 
many ill informed critics wh 
have had no personal contac 
with the men and women of M. 
A. I have never practiced the par! 
ticular spiritual discipline reco 
mended by M.R.A., “quiet time, 
“sharing,” etc. — but I have pr 
fited by the example of the live 
led by those who have learne¢ 
through M.R.A. the practice o 
virtues which Catholics hold it 


high honor. 


SERVING SINCE 1901 


MAKE PLAIN GLASS 
INTO STAINED GLASS 


Through the use of low cost Window- 
phanie plain glass windows can be 
transformed into rich, beautiful church 
windows. 


EASILY APPLIED 


Gindowphanie Co. 


FREE SAMPLES 


P. 0. Box 229, Dept. P, Glen Ridge, N. J. 
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0-S-V RELIGION PROJECTS 


Pleasant and effective 


religious instruction for 
grade school children 


prepared by 
MISSION SISTERS 
OF THE SACRED HEART 


) Starting with ‘‘My First Lessons about God,’’ for pre-school children, this 

| series of workbooks is available for each year of grade school. The series 

' can also be used effectively in conjunction with the Confraternity Religious 
Vacation School Manuals. 


Children enjoy and easily grasp their lessons with the OSV Religion 
Projects. Starting with pictures which can be colored and folded to stand 
for pre-school age children, the courses end with a series of short plays de- 
Dicting the commandments and sacraments for seventh and eighth grade 
pupils. The first thru sixth grade children have their religious instruction 
made more interesting and enjoyable by the use of cut-outs, games, puzzles, 
anagrams, crosswords and fill-ins. 


Instructors prefer these OSV projects. They require a minimum of 
preparation time and the children are kept interested because of the varietv 
of activities. 


OUR SUNDAY VISITOR INC., Book Dept., Huntington, Indiana 


~ 4 
Unit Price Your Order 
Be re=SChOOlmeeaes ae es Me OS ao et 60Gs- = 
*Grade EO0Ce 
*Grade BOG see Steen tet ee, 
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Satisfaction guaranteed — prompt refund in full if you are not completely satisfied. 
*Teachers Manuals Available — no charge 
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SG OOIMOnBIRONISH gee ee ee a re lire Me At ee hee a tte ar 


City State. 2LIOHT aS 


September / 1959 777 


Correspondence 


I have such an admiration for 
and owe so much to American 
Catholics that you will readily 
understand how distressed I am 
to be attacked in THE PRIEsT writ- 
ten by and for American priests. 

Yours truly, 
Arnold Lunn 
Murran, Switzerland 


NOWILTEX COLLARS 


fA 


NEVER NEED LAUNDERING 
Fresh as Linen — Outwears Lines 


These are the advantages of our 
waterproof collars. When soiled wipe 
clean with cold water and soap—then 
dry. Always fresh and new looking. 
Approved and recommended by the Re- 
ligious throughout the world. For 
greater comfort, economy, convenience, 
wear “NOWILTEX.” Ask your Catholic 
Goods Dealer or write us for literature. 


The Parsons and Parsons Co. 
Est. 1879 


Dept. B, 418-415 Huron Road 
CLEVELAND 15, OHIO 


Approves of 
‘Regimentation’ 


| read Msgr. Buchanan’s lines on 

“Regimentation.” From any 
thing I have seen in 33 years 0 
ministry up here, he is absolutel 
right. “We learn things by doin 
them.” If we do not, the fault i 
not with the regimentation b 
which -we are urged to do, bu 
with the motivation or the lae 
of it, for doing what is required 
by rule, or by just the regimen-+ 
tation spoken of. | 


If a child just does things that; 
are ordered because they are or- 
dered, but is not given very fre- 
quently good reasons for doing 
what is ordered, you'll get the| 
kind of Catholics that will say) 
later: “I had so much religion) 
crammed down my throat as a 
child that I have enough of it for 
the rest of my life.’ That Catholic, | 
when a child, was not properly 
motivated. | 

Motives, if they are good ones, 
last for life; foree or pressure of 
any kind without this motivation 
will last, or rather what is done 
under pressure, will go on as long 


——= as the pressure is on. And so 


Announcing the most timely discussion club text of the year 


ECUMENICAL COUNCILS 


by PAUL H. HALLETT, Litt.D., 
ASSOCIATE EDITOR OF THE REGISTER, DENVER, COLORADO 

This booklet will be the latest in the Catholic Action Series of Textbooks for Religious Discussion Clubs 
published by the Catholic Bookshop, Inc., Wichita, Kansas. 

? Mr. Hallett is a scholar whose main field in Catholic Journalism for the past twenty years has been 
in research and literary criticism. He is well equipped to handle the subject of ECUMENICAL COUNCILS 
on the Discussion Club level and through this booklet we may be instrumental in having thousands of our 
Catholics fully aware of its import and conversant with its procedure. 

Single copy, 60c postpaid. Other prices are as follows, with carrying charges extra: 2 to 9 copies, 50c 
each; 10 to 99 copies, 45c each; 100 or more copies, 40c each. U. S. postage figures 15 cents for the 
first 2 books and 5 cents for each additional 3 books. 

WRITE FOR FREE DEMONSTRATION LESSON 
CATHOLIC BOOKSHOP, INC. 251 North Main, Wichita 1, Kansas 
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when the child finishes school, 


| religion goes overboard. 


A certain amount of unworthy 
reception of sacraments among 
go on no matter 
what one does. Kids are just very 
thoughtless. Mass and Holy Com- 
munion with it are two things on 
which no one with the proper in- 


' struction and good will can be 


- food or other 


“fed up.” They are the opposite 
of sensual pleasures we get from 
such things. The 
more we use these last, the less 
we like them. The pleasure wears 
off; in the case of holy Mass and 
Communion, the relish is heigh- 
tened by every proper’ use of 
them. 


Mass After School 

Here we have Mass in the eve- 
ning at 4:15. School leaves out at 
4:00 p.m. Every child is required 
to attend. At first a very few big- 
ger boys stayed in the classroom 
to study. But we soon found out 
that they were not interested at 
all in study, but just in not hav- 
ing to go to Mass. Well, since they 
were only about eight out of 85, 
and it was clear that they wanted 
nothing that meant any effort, we 
simply told them, for the sake of 
order, to go to Mass with the rest, 
like it or not — just as in many 
Catholic colleges in the States, 
even non-Catholics are required to 
follow the common order, includ- 
ing Holy Mass that is required for 
all students, at least on certain 
days. 

Leaving Holy Mass optional is, 
to me, just like anything else op- 
tional. Those that care for it then 
will avail themselves of the op- 
portunity, those that do not will 
stay away. If Sunday Mass were 
optional, the same ones that 
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The tonal designer scales each rank of pipes for the 
pipe maker’s skilled hands. The voicer then hrings the 
pipes to life by giving them speech and shapes each 
voice to its required form in the tonal structure. 


This meticulous, specialized operation calls for a 
competent and sensitive artist—the Casavant Voicer. 


Casavant Hreres 


Designers and Builders of LIMITER 
Organs and Church Furniture 


ST. HYACINTHE, P.Q., CANADA 


Avatlable now! 


RIGHT 
OR WRONG 


Thirty reprints from Father 
Richard Ginder’s widely 
read weekly column in Our 
Sunday Visitor, printed in 
one digest-size book, for only 


ONE DOLLAR 


from 


Our Sunday Visitor Inc. 
HUNTINGTON, IND. 
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don’t want to go to daily Mass 
wouldn’t go to Sunday Mass eith- 
er. Nor would they do anything 
else that required effort. Where 
then would the training of the 
will come in that we are supposed 
to give children? If children are 
trained right from their early 
years, they will want to go to 


SEGSGSZ GS 


FOR MALE VOICES 


MISSA 
MARIALIS 


four-part alternating with popolo 
by Richard Ginder 


A virile Mass, easily performed 


Ideal for seminaries 
and other communities of men 
J. FISCHER & BRO. 


HARRISTOWN ROAD 
GLEN ROCK, N. J. 


Mass when they can. If they ars 
not well trained, they will neve¥ 
go, or as little as possible. Whez 
they finish school they will al 
most certainly never go. 


The Daily Missal 


We find that the best way t 
make children appreciate and lov 
the Mass is by encouraging the 
to use daily missals. We are gi 
ing one to every 8th grader as ; 
graduation gift. We often tal 
about the Mass, even occasionall 
say Mass facing the congregation) 
(with proper permission) to hel 
the better understanding of th 
Mass. 


(If it were left to the kids an 
our staff, our Mass would alway 
be facing the people. They thin 
that it is ever so much better in 
helping to understand the Mas 
and bringing a sense of unity ar 
solidarity with the priest.) | 

If one does not understand the 
Mass and does not follow it, ho 
can one help being bored with it, 
and so skip it every chance he 
gets? Even though one of our 
three-year olds once told her 
mama so after attending Mass: 
(Mom, what a fine show that 
was!) 

Mass is not usually a very in- 


The inspiring beauty of richly stained-glass 
is now within reach of every congregation. 
European craftsmen have borrowed the col- 
ors and motifs from famous Cathedral win- 
dows for Lithophane. All that is needed to 
install Lithophane on any. size window is 
smooth, clean glass and water. Loveliness 
lasts for generations. Prices from .37<c sq. ft. 


Send for FREE Samples, Catalog Dep’t. P-119 


I/VAL/CO., 5206 Tilden Ave., 
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~ “The Recited Mass” card 


THE RECITED MAS 


| SS e Actual size: 84” x 11” 

@ Durable, flexible card stock 
e Large, legible type 

e Laity pronunciation aids 


e@ Instructions for laity 


PARISH PRICES (postpaid): 


1 to 99 cards _............ 10c ea. 500 to 999 cards _.... 7e ea. 
100 to 499 __.......0022..... 8c ea. 1,000 or more __....... 5e¢ ea. 
a a OUP IO IS I 


OUR SUNDAY VISITOR, INC. 


Book Department / Huntington, Indiana 


Please send ................ RECITED MASS CARDS to: 

REIL | RD a ahr md ee edie ee ee ee 
PLEA, gr ee oe Pe ee eee ee ee, 
OIDIRIESS Vee GE, one ce eee 5e ee ae ees eee aE oe iat ase tne 
SIRES ALAIIEY, =o oe | LON th RAID CE TNA, ee amie 
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Correspondence 


teresting show. And anyone that 
goes there with the same idea 
with which one goes to a movie, 
will surely be bored and go home 
resolved not to return if he can 
help it. 

Devotedly in Christ, 
Rev. John P. Fox, S.J. 
Holy Cross, Alaska 


Correction 


| wish to call your attention 

to an error which appeared in 
your May issue. In your item on 
the Catholic University you stated 
that it is the only Catholic college 
in the United States with the dis- 
tinction and honor of being listed 
with the Association of American 
Universities. 

This is incorrect, because Loras 
College of Dubuque, Iowa, re- 
ceived the great honor of being 
admitted to the Association in 
1928. Many of the great teachers 
and leaders at Catholic University 
were alumni and teachers at 
Loras, such as Kirby, Sheehy, Mul- 
len, and Skahill, to mention only 
a few. 

Anthony Letko 
Walkerton, Indiana 


Swindled! 


ie telephone rang and the 

male voice stated that the call 
was from Pittsburgh; that the 
caller was a lawyer; that a young 
Catholic Negro had been picked 
up by the police by mistake; that 
the Negro had _ difficulties at 
home; and would I talk to the edu- 
cated Negro and calm him down; 
that the Negro was at the moment 
in this section of Johnstown and 
that the lawyer was holding an- 
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other telephone line open to ij 
form the Negro that I would sé 
him. 

In about ten minutes the Negi 
came to the rectory. After tellin 
me among other things that Hh 
was a Catholic from birth and th 
his wife was a convert, he sai 
that he was at present uner 
ployed and living with his fathe} 
in-law, a Baptist minister, w 
was making life miserable fd 
them because of their Cathol| 
faith. After unburdening himse# 
he let me know that now he fei 
better. 

And then I bit! I asked hi 
what I could do to help. He sa 
he could get an apartment in t 
vicinity but didn’t have the $45.G 
for rent. After more ny 1 wr0k 


why, in my generosity, I wro 
out a check for fifty! 
Three hours later I knew I hai 
been “hooked.” A curate from o 
of the district parishes called a 
me and I told him the above stor 
He informed me that the sam 
call had come to his rectory, b 
that the pastor was not in a 
that an appointment had bee 
made for 1:00 p.m. I was con 
tacted before noon. Mission accont 
plished, the Negro did not need 
keep the later appointment. 
Hours later I paged throug 
copies of THE PRIEST. Vaguely, | 
remembered reading somethi 
months before about a Negro i 
postor. In the May, 1958 issue 
found the article. I had forgotte: 
the title: “Watch Out!” 
The description of the Negn 
given in the article fits my “bird 
in some details. He is about 3 
years old, brown-skinned, rathe 
thin, with long fingers (no pu: 
intended), and he wore a sligh 
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NEW and beautiful! 


Sacred Pictures 


Calendar 


an ideal parish 


Christmas remembrance 


Featuring 13 full-color reproductions of 
the most famous religious works of art. 
They were reproduced via color photo- 
graphs of the original canvasses now 
‘treasured throughout art galleries, 
churches, monasteries and private collec- 
tions in Europe and America. Lithography ; 

was used to assure the finest quality color Offered Jory heaures 
reproduction. All pages are well worth as 
framing. Visitor! 


time by Our Sunday 


The inside front cover of the Sacred Pictures Calendar has 
prayers and devotional narrative to aid in the appreciation of the 
pictures. The condensed catechism on the inside back cover is 
an abbreviated treasury of Catholic doctrine. 


Parish information can be imprinted in handsome Old Eng- 
lish type on each page. Up to 2%” of imprinting space per page. 
Minimum order for this added service is 100 calendars. 


Reduced Parish Prices 


0. to. 299) 222.280)... 29c each 1000 to 1999 _......25¢e each 
360 to 499 _.........28¢c each 2000 to 2999 ........ 24c each 
500 to 999 ..... ......27¢e each 3000 or more ........ 23c each 


Order from: 


Our Sunday Visitor... Huntington, Ind. 


@ Please give exact quantity and imprint copy 
(on orders of 100 or more calendars.) 
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| Correspondence 


mustache. The best identificatioy 
mark is his right ear, for I remen 
ber momentarily noticing that th 
contour of the ear was broke1 
near the center, as though a bulle 
had nicked it. 

And now to enjoy my vacatioj 
which begins tomorrow. Oh, yeg 
who will be the next victim? 


Confrater 
Johnstown, Pennsylvani4 
Who Wrote It? 


| have been trying to find th 

author of the enclosed praye 

which I remembered from awa 
back. Can you help me? 
North Carolina 


O my Jesus, lonely in so man 
tabernacles without visitors o 
worshippers, I offer Thee m 
heart. May its every beating be 
prayer to Thee. Thou art eve) 
watchful under the sacrament 
veils and art never weary in Th 
vigils for sinners. O loving Jesu 
may my heart be a lamp, the ligh 
of which may burn and beam fo 
Thee alone. 


Needs Breviaries 


HIS is an urgent appeal fo? 
used Breviaries. Last year we 
received about 15 sets as a resul! 
of your kind notice. We could stil! 
use about 40 sets. Perhaps there 
are still some who have a_ usec 
but still serviceable set of Brevi 
aries which they could send us 
Devotedly yours in J.C. and MI. 


Frederick D. Sackett, O.M.E 
Recto: 

Seminary 

Ampitiya, Kandy 

Ceylon 
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At last...a magazine 
designed to help you solve 
your toughest problem 


You can spot them as they walk up the 
rectory steps . . . bright eyed, hand-in- 
hand, and in love. You pull out the 
matrimonial forms, and you think. 

Very little that you can tell them now 
will affect their decision to get married. 
If they fare well, they could become 
your greatest blessing—that rare couple 
whose marriage is centered wholly in 
Christ. If they fare badly, they could 
become your toughest problem, coming 
up the rectory steps years later .. . no 
longer bright-eyed, no longer holding 
hands, no longer in love. 

The marriage that breaks down is 
every priest’s toughest problem. But it 
isn’t easy either to help the average 
couple see the fullness of their vocation. 

Either goal—preventing break-ups or 
encouraging perfection—is a long range 
educational job. And few tools are as 
well designed to perform it as MAR- 
RIAGE, the magazine of Catholic family 
living. Published by the Benedictine 
Fathers of St. Meinrad Archabbey in 


FREE 
trial offer 


cooperation with the Cana Conference 
of Chicago, each issue of MARRIAGE 
(formerly The GRAIL) is written with 
one purpose in mind: to develop among 
married Catholics a deepened sense of 
their vocation. It explores every factor 
that contributes to happy, holy families. 


Free Trial for Bulk Orders 
But you can see for yourself why so 
many married couples find MARRIAGE 
helpful and informative . . . why so 
many family life leaders give it the 
strongest possible recommendation. As 
a means of introducing MARRIAGE on 
more parish literature racks, we’re in- 
viting you to try MARRIAGE on your 
parish rack for three months FREE. 

At the end of the trial period, we’ll 
write to see whether you want to cancel 
your bulk order. If you continue your 
order, you still won’t receive a bill for 
another three months, and the bill will 
be only for copies actually sold, less a 
generous 40 per cent discount. Place 
your order by mailing our coupon today! 


Rey. Eric Lies, O.S.B. 
MARRIAGE magazine 
St. Meinrad, Indiana P-2 


Please enter our free trial parish bulk order 
Se ide ; 

magazine. | understand that we can cancel 
without charge at the end of the_free-trial 


_ copies monthly of MARRIAGE 


| PAsTOR 
PARISH) = 
| 
| 


ADDRESS 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
period. After that, bill me every 3 months. 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


ZONES== SLATE == 


“Guaranteed Beeswax Content” 
is only HALF THE STORY... 


Mere technical compliance with the 
Canon is not enough. The Clergy and 
Religious know that other considera- 
tions qualify Will & Baumer Beeswax 
candles as appropriate symbols to rep- 
resent eternal truths, piety and devo- 
tions... 


SYMBOLICALLY APPROPRIATE... the correct bal- 
ance is maintained between wax, wick and flame 
to form the perfect symbol. The wax is fed to 
the wick slowly and steadily, causing them to 
burn quietly, cleanly and evenly. 


PURITY OF PRODUCT . . . only the finest grade vir- 
gin beeswax, selected from world-wide markets, 
tested for purity and refined to eliminate any 
trace of dross. 


CRAFTSMANSHIP ... by master chandlers, who 
have ever in mind the sacred purpose for which 
these candles are intended. 


MANUFACTURING INTEGRITY AND SERVICE... 
proven by Will & Baumer’s more than 100 years 
of making beeswax candles for the Catholic 
Church . . . and by a skilled organization of 
service personnel and dealers conveniently 
located to provide the ultimate in product ful- 
fillment, 


THE PIONEER CHURCH CANDLE 


MANUFACTURER OF AMERICA : ‘ 
Established 1855 l rs 


Main Office and Factory, Syracuse, N.Y. 


NOW IN OUR SECOND CENTURY OF FINE 
CANDLEMAKING 


New York @ Boston @ Chicago # Los Angeles ®@ Montreal | 7 Un} 


Purveyors to the Vatican by Appointment CHURCH CANDLES 


